
07t 
X 
t*^l

to>og7 t5 RECEIVED
AUG 1 0 1979

uulv. v,L " ".ro U0llS. C0i_411,

ilililfi[|Jt/i!tt[

CULTURAL RESOURCE S URV EY

FOR
AHERICAN RESoURCES T4ANAGEMENT CORPORAT tON,

UELLS t5-l AND l5-4,
Rt0 BLANCo CoUNTY, C0L0RA00

By

Steven Baker,
Archaeol og i st

Centur i es Research, lnc.
Hont rose, Col orado

.HAY 3, t978

Prepared for:
AHERICAH RESOURCES I.TANAGEHENT CORPORATION,

450 Kennecott Bui lding
Salt Lake City, Utah 8qt33

For submi ss ion to:
Di strict Archaeologist

BUREAU OF LAND },IANAGEHENT
Cr.rig, Colorado



Survey Area and }le thodo I ogy

RECEIVT:D
AUG 10 1978

C010. 0lL & GrtS ll0tlS. C!:.{lJl.

Cultural resource surveys r.iere conducted of trvo proposed gas wells and
access roads on Bureau of Land Hanagement property in Trail Canyon off
the East Douglas Creek Drainage in Rio Blanco County, Colorado. These
rvel I sites, known as l5-l and l5-4, were surveyed on April 5, 1978, by
Steven G. Baker of Centuries Research, lnc., on behalf of American
Resources Hanagement Corporat ion of Salt Lake City. The survey r.ras
conducted under authority of an Antiquities Permit issued by the Depart-
ment of the lnterior to Centuries Research, lnc.

I'lel I Site l5-l

Description: lJell Site l5-l ( Fi-o. l) is 200'x 2O0r square and
is located on alluvial deoosits in the floor of a small unnamed
tributary gulch which enters Trai I Canyon, a tributary of East
Douglas Creek, fron the north. The formal location of this site
Is T4S, Rl0lW, Sec. 15, Nll, SE, Nll (Fig.l). This gulch exhibits
steep and,rugged sandstone walls and has a smal I intermittent
stream path through it. 0verall, the floor of the gulch appears
to be actively eroding and sagebrush is the most conspicuous floral
element on lt. The rimrock about the gulch evidences a pinyon
and juniper cornrnunity. An access road will extend 500' northward
from the present Trail Canyon road to the well pad. This road will
be 20' wide. This pad and road are completely restricted to the
al luvial deposits of the valley floor.

Survey l|ethod and Findings: Archaeological sites or other significant
ffit anticipated at the proposed dritl site or
vrithin the right-of-way of the access road due to their location on
actlve flood plain deposits. The surface of the proposed well site was
completely surveyed by wal(ing transects about 20 feet apart. The
route of the access road was also walked in its entirety so that an
effectlve corrldor of approximately 30 feet was covered.

No archaeological sites or other cultural resources were found on
the proposed drill site or in the right-of-way of the proposed access
road. An historic Euroarnerican structural site v.,as, however, located
immediately adjacent to the Trail Canyon road directly opposite from
the area where the access road will depart toward the well pad.
This site has been designated 5RB8l5 by the State Archaeologist of
Colorado. The site appears to date from ca, l930rs as indicated by
glass and tin food and beverage containers in a midden surrounding
the srnall log dugout which is the central feature of the site.
The dugout structure measures about 8 x l0 feet and vras probably
a seasonal residence for a sheepherder or cattlenEn. The site is
not of great importance as a cultural resource but is, nevertheless,
significant in the historical archaeology of Northwestern Colorado.



Recomme nda t ions: Development of tJeI I No. l5-l and its access road

|Jell Site l5-!

Description: llell Sit e l5-lt (Fi9. l) is 200'x 200' square and is

Survey Hethod and Findin gs: Archaeol ogical sites or other

wi I I not disturb any cultural resources unless unprogrammed construc-
tion activity extends south of the present Trail Canyon Road. lf
this occurs, 5RBBl5 could be damaged or destroyed. it is recommended
that the project area be considered free of cultural resources con-
t ingent upon American Resource Hanaoenent corporat ion I s acknowledoement
of its ar.rareness of the close proximity of !R8815 and the corporation,s
responsibility for protecting it. lf this is done, then the immediate
impact areas can be considered free of cultural resources.

located on alluvial deposits in the floor of Trail Canyon, immediately
adjacent to the intermittent stream rvhich flows through the canyon.
The site is located 200t south of the Trail Canyon Road. The forrnal
location of this site is T4S, Rl0lW, Sec. 15, SE, NW, SW. This sitels located in a sagebrush floral community on active flood plain
deposits. An access road will extend 200' south of the present
Trail Canyon road to the well pad.

cant cultural resources were not anticipated at the propos
site or within the right-of-way of the access road due to
location on active flood plain deposits. The surface of t
well site was completely surveyed by walking transects abo
ap€rt. The route of the access road was also walked in it
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sc that an effective corridor of approxinately 30 feet was covered.

No archaeological sites or'other cultural resources were found on the
proposed drill site or in the right-of-way of the proposed access
road.

Recommendat ions:
wl I I not disturb a
No. l5-4 be cons id

oevelopnrent of Well No. l!-t and its access road
ny cultural resources. lt is recommended that
ered free and clear of cultural resources.
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