
MEMORANDUM

TO: Energy and Carbon Management Commission

FROM: Jerod Smith, Northwest District Manager

DATE: September 6, 2023

RE: Grassy Creek State 1 (API 107-06001) Reclamation Status

To whom it may concern: a field inspection report conducted by the Colorado Oil and Gas Commission (now

referred to as ‘Energy and Carbon Management Commission’) on an old oil and gas site, Grassy Creek State 1

(API-10706001), located in the NWNW of Section 31 Township 6 North, Range 86 West, 6th Meridian in Routt

County on State Land Board surface and mineral ownership, rated the overall final reclamation as ‘failed.’ This

report was dated May 1st 2023, and was conducted by Anna O’Malley.

This site was plugged in 1989 by Lyster Oil Company, and the reclamation of the site was waived by the State Land

Board at the time (see Exhibit A). The State Land Board’s grazing lessee, Camilletti and Sons Inc, wanted the site

left as a flat surface and to retain the pits for stock watering (see Exhibit B). With this site providing beneficial

use to the surface lessee, and therefore the State Land Board, the request to waive the final reclamation of this

site (roads and pad site recontoured, compaction alleviation, revegetation, debris removal, dust and erosion

control, cellars backfilled, etc) was submitted to and approved by the COGCC at the time.

This site has been utilized by the surface lessee since 1989 as a watering and feed site for cattle, and the old oil

and gas road servicing this site has been utilized as well. Based on this use, revegetation of the site is stunted but

expected when dense livestock numbers are present. Noxious weed control is also the responsibility of the

surface lessee, and should not be the responsibility of Lyster Oil Company.

As the landowner, the State Land Board requests that all reclamation obligations by Lyster Oil Company are

removed by the ECMC, as the site in its current state provides a benefit to the surface lessee, and has the

potential to be utilized by future lessees for various purposes. Disturbing this site again for reclamation purposes

will be a disservice to both the State Land Board and our current and future lessees.

<<END OF MEMORANDUM>>
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