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August 31, 2022 

Mr. Bob Lucero, Director 

Planning and Land Use Department 

200 E. First Street., Room 104 

Trinidad, CO 81082 

RE:   Notice to Local Government Red Rocks 1-14  Red Rocks 35-8 

     Red Rocks 1-16  Red Rocks 35-11 

Dear Mr. Lucero,  

This letter provides information pursuant to Colorado Oil & Gas Conservation Commission (COGCC) Rule 

302.e regarding Desert Eagle Operating, LLC’s (DEO’s) proposed helium gas wells. COGCC rules require 

that DEO notify the local government that it plans to submit an Oil and Gas Development Plan (OGDP) to 

the COGCC no less than 30 days prior to submitting the OGDP. We anticipate submittal to COGCC during 

the fourth quarter 2022. Applications for the locations will be submitted to COGCC in two OGDPs: Red 

Rocks 1-14 and 1-16, and Red Rocks 35-8 and 35-11. This letter provides the required information under 

COGCC Rule 303.e.(2) and (3).  

DEO understands that under current direction from Las Animas County, DEO will submit applications for 

county approval of the locations under county Land Use Regulations, Chapter 9, after submittal of the 

COGCC Form 2As for the locations. 

The information below is provided pursuant to Rule 303.e.(2).A. 

1. Operator Contact Information 

Questions and comments for DEO, as the operator, may be directed to: 

Desert Eagle Operating LLC 

17101 Preston Road, Suite 105 

Dallas, TX 75248 

Attn: Wesley Marshall, Principal 

(214) 886-5098 

wmarshall@prohelium.com 

 

2. Local Government Contact Information 

Bob Lucero, Director 

Planning and Land Use Department 

200 E. First Street, Room 104 

Trinidad, CO 81082 

(719) 680-5100 

robert.lucero@lasanimascounty.org 

3. The Commission’s Website Address and Main Telephone Number 

https://cogcc.state.co.us 

(303) 894-2100 

4. Location of all Proposed Oil and Gas Locations 

The four proposed exploratory conventional vertical helium gas wells are listed below and shown 

on the attached map. 

mailto:wmarshall@prohelium.com
https://cogcc.state.co.us/
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Red Rocks 1-14: NE ¼ NW ¼, Section 1, Township 30 South, Range 55 West 

Red Rocks 1-16: NE ¼ NE ¼, Section 1, Township 30 South, Range 55 West 

Red Rocks 35-8: NE ¼ SE ¼, Section 35, Township 29 South, Range 55 West 

Red Rocks 35-11 SE ¼ NW ¼, Section 35, Township 29 South, Range 55 West 

5. Anticipated Date that Each Phase of Operations will Commence (Month and Year)1 

Construction  March 2023 

Drilling   March 2023 

Completion  March 2023 

Interim Reclamation April 2023 

Production  June 2023 

1Subject to the COGCC permitting timeline 

The information below is provided pursuant to Rule 303.e.(2).B. 

1. Number of Proposed Wells and Locations 

DEO proposes to develop one exploratory conventional vertical helium gas well at each of the four 

locations listed above. If well testing demonstrates commercial quantities of helium, the well will be 

developed for production. Each well will be approximately 1,800 feet deep. The surface location 

will be fee ranch land leased from a private landowner for production of fee minerals. Each location 

disturbance will be approximately 1.1 acres with a well pad of approximately 1.0 acre. After interim 

reclamation, the well pad will be downsized to approximately 0.2 acres, and the remaining 0.9 acres 

will be reclaimed. If the exploratory well is developed for production, helium will be piped using a 

buried 6” polyethylene flowline to helium purification equipment. The flowline and equipment will 

be on private property.  

2. Proposed Construction Schedule by Quarter and Year 

Preparation of the well pad for drilling is anticipated to require 1 day during the 1st quarter 2023. 

3. Description of Each Operational Phase of Development and What to Expect 

Construction 

Approximately 1 day will be required to prepare the location for well drilling. No heavy equipment 

is needed for vegetation clearing or well pad development. The water well-sized drill rig is leveled 

in place with minimal to no removal of shrubs or forbs, which is consistent with drilling conducted 

for a residential or agricultural water well. Similarly, no heavy equipment is needed to develop 

access to the well pad from the existing two-track roads. The minimal site disturbance facilitates 

stormwater control and reclamation. 

Drilling and Completion 

A water well-sized drill rig will be used to drill the well with air. A rig mat will be placed under the 

drill rig. Water will be available for dust mitigation. The well will be drilled without mud and is not 

expected to produce water. Well drilling and completion is expected to require approximately 7 to 

10 days. Drill cuttings will be lab tested and buried on site in a drill cutting’s trench and covered 

with an anticipated 3 feet of soil. If the well shows commercial quantities of helium, it will be 

connected to a gas gathering system for production.  
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Interim Reclamation 

After well drilling, completion, and testing, the well pad will be reduced to approximately 0.2 acres 

to support production from the single wellhead. The remaining 0.9 acres will be reclaimed and 

seeded. Interim reclamation is expected to require approximately 1 day. 

 

Production 

During production, the well pad will contain only a wellhead inside of livestock fencing. There will 

be no equipment or fluid storage on the location. Inert helium gas will flow to helium processing 

equipment to be purified, compressed, and loaded onto a tube trailer for transport, approximately 

4 times per week. 

 

4. Proposed Haul Routes and Traffic Volume for Each Phase of Operations 

The route for material and equipment to reach the locations is generally considered to be east from 

Trinidad on U.S. 160 for approximately 78 miles to CR 179. Then north on CR 179 for approximately 

14 miles. The road bears left onto CR 177.9 for 3 miles to the existing, signed Red Rocks helium 

gas wells. Table 1 lists the estimated traffic volume for each phase of operations. 

 

Table 1. Estimated Traffic Volume for Each Phase of Operations 

Phase Vehicle Trips1 

Construction 2 

Drilling 16 

Completion 4 

Interim Reclamation 2 

Production (per month) 30 
1A vehicle trip is considered one way. Entering and exiting the site is equivalent to two vehicle trips. 

5. Description of any Variances Requested Pursuant to Rule 502 

DEO is not requesting any variances under Rule 502. 

Pursuant to Rule 303.e.(2).C, D, G, and H, the attachments to this letter describe the process for learning 

more details about the OGDP. If you have questions regarding this letter, please contact me at 

wmarshall@prohelium.com or (214) 886-5098. 

Thank you, 

 

Wesley Marshall, Principal 

Desert Eagle Operating 

Attachments 

Attachment A Location Map 

Attachment B Information Sheet: Procedural Steps for the Review of OGDPs 

Attachment C Information Sheet: Public Comments 

Attachment D Information Sheet: OGDP Status Information 

Attachment E Public Information: How to Find Documents for Commission Hearing Applications 

mailto:wmarshall@prohelium.com
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