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SC-4 Tracking Pad 

 

Description  
A tracking pad is a layer of gravel where construction traffic leaves a site.  The purpose 
of a tracking pad to a site is to minimize the amount of tracked mud and dust that leaves 
a site.  As a vehicle drives over the gravel pad, mud and sediment are removed from 
the vehicle's wheels and offsite transport of soil is reduced.  The gravel pad also reduces 
erosion and rutting on the soil beneath the stabilization structure.   

Applicability  
Typically, tracking pads are installed at locations where construction traffic leaves or 
enters an existing paved road.  However, the applicability of site entrance tracking pads 
may be extended to any roadway or entrance where vehicles will access or leave the 
site. 

Limitations  
Although tracking pads are a good way to help reduce the amount of sediment leaving 
a site, some soil may still be deposited from vehicle tires onto paved surfaces.  To 
further reduce the chance of these sediments polluting storm water runoff, sweeping of 
the paved area adjacent to the stabilized site entrance is recommended. 
  

Design Criteria  
No formal design is required. 
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Construction Specifications  
See Figure SC-4-1 for installation details. 

1. Place a matrix of 3/4” to 3” stone gravel, or reclaimed or recycled concrete 
equivalent, to a minimum thickness of six (6) inches and a minimum length 
of 50 feet over the entire width of the roadway. 

2. If necessary, all surface water flowing or diverted toward the tracking pad 
shall be piped across the entrance. 

Maintenance Considerations  
Inspection frequency shall be in accordance with the Storm Water Management Plan.  
Stabilization of tracking pads should be maintained until the remainder of the 
construction site has been fully stabilized.  Stone and gravel might need to be 
periodically added to each tracking pad to keep the entrance effective.  Soil that is 
tracked offsite should be swept up as soon as possible for proper disposal. 
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