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Re: Purported claim on Fifth Creek Bond; Docket No's. 181200382, 190600478 and 190600479 

Dear Messrs. Robbins and Mah: 

I am writing with regard to the upcoming renewal of the blanket plugging (No. B010003) and surface 

damage (No. B010002) bonds registered with the Commission by Fifth Creek Energy Operating Company 

("Fifth Creek"). 

HighPoint Resources Corporation was formed in a transaction that closed in March of 2018, pursuant to 

which Bill Barrett Corporation ("BBC") and Fifth Creek became wholly-owned subsidiaries. BBC was 

subsequently renamed HighPoint Operating Corporation ("High Point"), into which Fifth Creek and its 

assets were subsumed, resulting in the termination of Fifth Creek's corporate existence. Form 10s 

transferring operatorship of Fifth Creek's wells to HighPoint-with the exception of the Fox Creek 501-

3403H Well (API #05-123-42583; "the Fox Creek Well") - have been approved by the Commission. Under 

these circumstances, it makes no sense to renew these legacy Fifth Creek blanket bonds to cover a 

single well pending resolution of these matters. 

Accordingly, I am asking that the Commission approve the Form 10 transferring operatorship of the Fox 

Creek Well to HighPoint (resubmitted today by separate transmission). This would recognize the reality 

on the ground and would not prejudice the commission in any way. High Point will assume the 

obligations related to the Fox Creek Well under its operator bond. It is simply unnecessary for the 

Commission to assert potential foreclosure of the Fifth Creek plugging bond in connection with its desire 

to have a monitor well drilled to the Laramie-Fox Hills Aquifer in close proximity to the Peters 16-34 Well 

(API #05-123-07723; "Peters Well"). Should Commission enforcement staff prevail in obtaining that 

relief- over HighPoint's protest- High Point will install the monitor well and no bond foreclosure will be 

necessary. 

However, proceeding through the hearing process, not to mention potential litigation, to obtain that 

relief would be unproductive. High Point has already re-entered and re-plugged the Peters Well in 

preparation for drilling additional Fox Creek wells. During that re-plugging operation, High Point did not 

observe methane, which Mr. Deranleau indicated to me was staff's concern. Further, in conjunction with 

its pending drilling operations on the Fox Creek pads, HighPoint conducted baseline sampling and 

analysis on two nearby domestic water wells with no methane observed. The enclosed map shows the 

locations of the recently sampled wells, as well as one sampled by EOG in 2010. 

With the Peters Well re-plugged, and no indication of gas migration in the Laramie-Fox Hills Aquifer due 

to Fifth Creek's failure to perform offset well mitigation on the Peters Well prior to completing the Fox 

55517th Street, Suite 3700. Denver, CO 80202 I T: 303.293.9100 I F: 303.291.0420 I HPRES.COM 
















