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March 29, 2018 
 
 
 
Director Murphy 
Colorado Oil & Gas Conservation Commission 
1120 Lincoln Street, Suite 801 
Denver, CO 80203 
 
 
 
RE:  Rule 502.b. Variance 
 
 
 
Dear Director Murphy, 
 
 
Caerus Piceance LLC. (Caerus) is formally requesting a Rule 502.b. variance for the N. PARACHUTE-
65S95W 29SENW (F29) Location (Location ID# 335963). A variance is being requested for the following 
Rules: 
 
Rule 1004.a As applicable, compaction alleviation, restoration and revegetation of well sites, 
associated production facilities and access roads shall be performed to the same standards as 
established for interim reclamation under Rule 1003.  
 
Rule 1004.d  Final reclamation of all disturbed areas shall be considered complete when all activities 
disturbing the ground have been completed, and all disturbed areas have been either built upon , 
compacted, covered, paved or otherwise stabilized in such a way as to minimize erosion, or a 
uniform vegetative cover has been established that reflects pre-disturbance or reference area forbs, 
shrubs, and grasses with total percent plant cover of at least eighty percent (80%) of pre-
disturbance or reference area levels, excluding noxious weeds, or equivalent permanent , physical 
erosion reduction methods have been employed. Re-seeding alone is not sufficient.   
 
The request is being made to accommodate the wishes of the surface owner, Caerus Piceance LLC, to 
utilize the well pad as the “F29 Storage Facility” permitted by Garfield County. Sixteen (16) wells were 
proposed on the location and Applications for Permit to Drill were approved in 2008; none of the sixteen 
(16) wells were drilled and the location was abandoned on October 13th, 2011. Caerus conducted an onsite 
inspection on January 8th, 2018 and the surface owner and company President Matthew Wurtzbacher, has 
signed a Final Reclamation Agreement.  
 
The pad area of the location is currently being used as an equipment laydown and storage yard for 
equipment used in Caerus’ oil and gas operations. Disturbance not permitted by Garfield County has been 
reclaimed to stabilize cut and fill slopes. There is no active stormwater erosion on site and noxious weeds 
have been controlled. An existing graveled well access road that extends through the location has been left 
and stabilized for continued use to allow for better access to locations on the East Fork of the North 
Parachute Ranch property owned by Caerus Piceance LLC.  



       Caerus Piceance LLC 
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Caerus has conducted an Operators Analysis and determined that public health, safety, welfare and the 
environment will not be harmed if the variance is approved.  
 
 
 
All supporting documentation has been attached to the submitted Form 4 Sundry Notice (Doc# 401590990). 
 
If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me at 970-285-2656 or at 
jeckman@caerusoilandgas.com . 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Jason Eckman 
Sr. Regulatory Analyst 
 

mailto:jeckman@caerusoilandgas.com


Page 1 of 4 

January 30, 2018 

Matthew Wurtzbacher 
President 
Caerus Piceance LLC 
1001 17th Street, Suite 1600 
Denver, CO 80202 

Re: Final Reclamation Agreement 
N. PARACHUTE-65S95W 29SENW (F29)
Location I.D. # 335963
T.5.S. R.95.W., 6th P.M.
Section 29: SENW
Garfield County, CO

Dear Mr. Wurtzbacher: 

Caerus Piceance LLC (Caerus) is the operator of the N. PARACHUTE-65S95W 29SENW (“F29”). 
Applications for Permit to Drill (“APD’s”) for the drilling of sixteen wells were approved in 2008 and the 
well site location was constructed on a mine bench on the East Fork of the North Parachute Ranch property. 
None of the sixteen wells were drilled and the location was abandoned on October 13th, 2011. 

The following is the list of wells originally proposed to be drilled on the location: 
API Number Facility Name 
045-16160 N. PARACHUTE EF07D-29 F29 59
045-16161 N. PARACHUTE EF03B-32 F29 59
045-16162 N. PARACHUTE EF15A-29 F29 59
045-16163 N. PARACHUTE EF15B-29 F29 59
045-16164 N. PARACHUTE EF12C-29 F29 59
045-16165 N. PARACHUTE EF12A-29 F29 59
045-16166 N. PARACHUTE EF10B-29 F29 59
045-16167 N. PARACHUTE EF11B-29 F29 59
045-16168 N. PARACHUTE EF11D-29 F29 59
045-16169 N. PARACHUTE EF11A-29 F29 59
045-16170 N. PARACHUTE EF14A-29 F29 59
045-16171 N. PARACHUTE EF14B-29 F29 59
045-16172 N. PARACHUTE EF14C-29 F29 59
045-16173 N. PARACHUTE EF03A-32 F29 59
045-16174 N. PARACHUTE EF02A-32 F29 59
045-16175 N. PARACHUTE EF03C-32 F29 59

The F29 well site was constructed upon a pre-existing mine bench.  Upon abandonment of the APD’s 
portions of the site, shown on the attached Exhibit “A”, were reclaimed to stabilize cut and fill slopes. The 
remainder of the permitted well site area, on the pre-existing mine bench, has been left un-reclaimed to 
allow for the use of the flat, graveled area as an equipment laydown and storage yard for equipment used 
in Caerus’ oil and gas operations. The area has been permitted as the “F29 Storage Facility” under Garfield 
County GAPA #8221. The un-reclaimed pad area, constructed primarily on the rock shelf of the mine bench, 



has been graveled and crnnpacted to stabili1c the surface and p1-c,e11t soil from lea, ing 1hc silc. Th1.:rc is no 
active stor111wa1cr erosion 011 the site. Slopes lul\ c hcen moderated and reclaimed.,, ith permanent di \'ersion 
ditches installed to prc,cnt future erosion. Noxious \\e:ds ha,c been contrnlled 011 1hc \\ell site. The \\ell 
si1e access serves ihc la)dO\\n yard and existing oil and gas locatil111..; b�:�nnd the former \\ell site. 

A waiver of the fol ltm ing COG CC I 000 Series rub is n:qucstcd: 
1004.a As applicahle. rnmpal·tion all('viation, restoration, and rengt'tation of well sites, assodakd 
production faci!itil•s, and access roads shall b(• pl•rfonned to the saml' standards as estahlish'-'d for 
interim rl'clamation under· Ruic 1003. Compact inn of th<: sile has 1H1I been alle, intccl and the \\ell site 
and access road have nol been recontoured or reH·gc1a1cd. The site \\ ,is gm, elccl. con1pa1.:tcd. rc-graded to 
manage stormwatcr runoff and left u1Hcgctated to crea!c a stable surli11:e for !he rnntinucd use of lhc well 
site in continuing oi I and gas. You. as an Officer of ( ·anus PicL·ancc 1.1 C I S11rfoc1: ( )\\ ncr ). "ish 10 "ai\'(:r 
any requirement for rcconlouring of the location and thv access rnad. 

1004.d Final reclamation of all disturbed areas shall hl' rnnside,·ed complete when all activities 
disturbing the ground han' hl'cn completed, and all disturbed areas han hel'n either huilt upon, 
compacted, covered, pand, or otherwise stabiliz('(I in such a wa�· as to minimizl' erosion, or a uniform 
V<!gctative con·r has hl·en l'stahlishcd that rcflt•<·ts pn.•-disturhancl' or reference' area forbs, shrubs, 
and grasses with total percent plant con,· of at ll', st C'ight� pct'l'l'llt (80'¼,) of prl'-disturhance or 
reforcnl'.c area levels, excluding noxious wc('(ls, or equh·alcnt permanent, ph�·sil-al erosion reduction 
methods have bel'n cmplo�'cd. Re-seeding alone is not sufficient. The site has been grn,ekd and 
c-.,mpacted and thu<. stahilit.cd. Stornm alcr Ihm s kl\ l' pennanentl� managcd l(l 1wc, ent erosion of the 
slope� :ind resulting soi I loss. 'r'ou. as an Officer of ( ·ae w, J >iceance I .I .C ( Surl'acL' 0\\ lll'I'). \\ ish tn "ai, c 
any rcquirc111c11I for eighl� pcrcenl (80%) prc-dist11rb,111cc ,egctatiH· Cll\Cr as the site is pennanentl� 
stabilized and the u1Hegeta1cd. graveled surface is IIL'l'clL·d l

°

llr the land usL'. 

Y-:lu. as an Officer ofCaerus Pieeance I.LC. cer1i(, that >Oll arc an agenl of the 1m ncr nf thc surface of tlic 
L211ds. You acknowledge that � nu. as surface O\\ ncr. ai c a cc cpl ing resp11nsibi I it) for prnleclion of topsoi I 
on the unreclaimed porlion of the land. Your acccptanc..: and acl-..1H1\\ ledgcmcnl uf 1hc furcgoing docs 1101 
release Caerus. as operator. frnm its rcsponsibililies for !he plugging of the \\ell lir closure of an> pits in 
c:0111pliancc "ith CO(iCC rcgulatillns. 

If this lc11cr corn:ctl) retlcch � our agree111c111. please sign and date this IL'ller and return 11nc copy to the 
undersigned. Thank �ou for >our lime and cnnsickralion in 1his 111a11er. If �(lU hmc an> qucstinns or 
comments. please :.:all 1hc undersigned at 970-285-281 (1 

Si,1cerel>. 
Cacrus; Piccan�L' I.I .C 

/, 1 · I .a, -· Surface I .cad I .a11d111a11 

! AC"NOWI .1-.l)(jJ· 1\NI) AGRIT as sci fnrlh abmc

Cacrus l'it:cancc 1.1.C 

Date: _ __Jij/1/_t>,'J { . �() 18 
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EXHIBIT “A” 
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Location Name: F29 595 - Storage Yard
COGCC Location ID: 335963
Legal: T.5S. R.95W., 6th P.M. -  Section 29, SENW
Landowner: Caerus Piceance LLC
Waiver/Variance Request: Final Reclamation - Well Pad
Waiver/Variance Request from Rules: 1004.a & 1004.d 
Disturbed Area Reclaimed 1.61 Acres
Disturbed Area to Remain 2.68 Acres

All Wells on Location Plugged and Abandoned (Y/N) N/A

Form 6 Subsequent Submitted (Y/N) N/A
O&G Equipment Removed (Y/N) N/A
Trash and Debris Removed (Y/N) Yes 
Noxious Weeds Controlled (Y/N) Yes 
Consultation with Landowner (Y/N) Yes 

Existing State of Reclamation:

The F29 well site was constructed upon a pre-existing mine bench.  
Upon abandonment of the APD’s, portions of the site, were 
reclaimed to stabilize cut and fill slopes. The remainder of the 
permitted well site area, on the pre-existing mine bench, has been 
left un-reclaimed to allow for the use of the flat, graveled area as an 
equipment laydown and storage yard for equipment used in Caerus’ 
oil and gas operations. The area has been permitted as the “F29 
Storage Facility” under Garfield County GAPA #8221. The un-
reclaimed pad area, constructed primarily on the rock shelf of the 
mine bench, has been graveled and compacted to stabilize the 
surface and prevent soil from leaving the site. There is no active 
stormwater erosion on the site. Slopes have been moderated and 
reclaimed, with permanent diversion ditches installed to prevent 
future erosion.  Noxious weeds have been controlled on the well site. 
The well site access serves the laydown yard and existing oil and gas 
locations beyond the former well site.

Stormwater Management Controls/Stabilization:

The un-reclaimed pad area, constructed primarily on the rock shelf of 
the mine bench, has been graveled and compacted to stabilize the 
surface and prevent soil from leaving the site. There is no active 
stormwater erosion on the site. Slopes have been moderated and 
reclaimed, with permanent diversion ditches installed to prevent 
future erosion.

Topsoil Conservation:
Topsoil present at the time of construction was redistributed around 
the location.

Nature of Location: Urban/Rural Rural

Proximity to Surface Water:

East Fork of Parachute Creek is located 855 feet south of the F29 
Storage Yard. Dry Creek is located approximately 2400 feet to the 
west of the location. The location has been graveled and compacted 
to stabilize the surface and prevent soil from leaving the site.

Wildlife Areas: This location does not fall within a CPW RSO or SHW area. 
317B Area (Y/N): This location does not fall within a 317B Area
Sensitive Area Classification: This location does not fall within a Classified Sensitive Area.

COGCC Landowner Reclamation Variances and Waivers Guidance Document - Operator Analysis 

Location Data

Guidance Document Criteria



Comparative benefits of re-contouring and reseeding 
vs. reseeding only

Upon abandonment of the APD’s, portions of the site, were 
reclaimed to stabilize cut and fill slopes. The remainder of the 
permitted well site area, on the pre-existing mine bench, has been 
left un-reclaimed to allow for the use of the flat, graveled area as an 
equipment laydown and storage yard for equipment used in Caerus’ 
oil and gas operations. The area has been permitted as the “F29 
Storage Facility” under Garfield County GAPA #8221. 

Conclusion: 

Caerus' analysis, in accordance with COGCC guidance, would indicate 
that the granting of this variance request would not endanger public 
health, safety, and welfare, or significantly impact the environment 
or wildlife resources.
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