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Denver, Colorado 80202 energy

Tel: 303.228.4000
Fax: 303.228.4280

1625 Broadway ;
Suite 2000 l m nObI‘a

October 23, 2008

Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission (“COGCC)
1120 Lincoln, Suite 801
Denver, Colorado 80203

Attention Mr. Dennis Ahistrand

RE:  Notice of Alleged Violation (“NOAV™) #20119229
Wells Ranch USX BB 3-14 API# 05 123 26320 00
Township 5 North, Range 63 West, 6" P.M.
Section 3: SE/4SW/4
Weld County Colorado

Dear Mr. Ahlstrand,

This correspondence is submitted by Noble Energy, Inc, Operator # 100322,
(“Noble”) to provide the written documentation requested by the COGCC in regards to
the NOAYV referenced above.

The COGCC records will indicate that Noble has obtained Applications for
Permit to Drill (“APD’s”) and drilled in excess of sixty (60) wells on surface owned by
Welis Ranch in the past six months. Let the record also show that the surface owner is
Steve Wells and he actively participates with Noble in the construction of roads, platting
of locations and related activities which are prerequisite to Noble’s drilling, completion
and reclamation operations. Wells Ranch encompasses over 32,000 acres and has very
limited internal infrastructure for main roads and well access. The mcident that caused
the issuance of the NOAV was a result of human error. Noble’s contractor failed to
confirm that Patterson #188 drilling rig had been moved onto the Wells Ranch USX BB
3-14 location (which had a pending, but unapproved APD) when the rig was scheduled to
drill the Wells Ranch USX BB 3-11 (which did have a valid APD). The subject wells are
approximately 1,400 feet apart on very similar terrain and are accessed from a common
matin service road. Please also be advised that Mr. Wells has requested that he share the
blame on this NOAYV as he was at fault in building roads and platting locations in
advance of approved APD’s and without Noble’s consent. He also contacted and pleaded
with Noble that no one be terminated or reprimanded for this offense as he felt very
responsible for the transgression.

In the future all Noble employees, contractors and surface owners involved with
preparing locations for drilling and moving drilling rigs are not allowed to move onto a
location unless and until a Noble employee, using advanced GPS technology, has first
confirmed in the field that GPS coordinates registered at the staked location match the
GPS coordinates associated with the APD. Had this procedure been in place on or before



September 17, 2007, Noble’s employees and contractors would have known immediately
they were at the wrong location.

Noble regrets the actions of its contractors and the surface owner in this matter,
We are confident our “GPS first policy” will eliminate this type of mistake/error in the
future. |

Per your request, enclosed is Noble’s COGCC form 5 for the subject well as well
as the Density Neutron and Cement Bond Logs. Form 5A will be submitted once the
Wells Ranch USX BB 3-14 has been completed

Please feel free to contact the undersigned if you have any questions or require
additional information at (303) 228-4054 or e-mail @ “dpadgett@nobleenergyinc.com”

Regards,
NOBLE ENERGY INC.,

M
P. David Padgett, Manager of Lands
Enclosures

Cc: Dan Kelly, Julie Acevedo, David Hobbs
Land Well File, Drilling file,



