
Hiawatha Field Area General 
Information

• The wells not drilled by Whiting Oil and Gas Corporation (WOGC) 
but operated by WOGC until January of 2016 in this field have had 
multiple operators prior to WOGC.  Therefore WOGC does not have 
a complete file of every document that was formulated or filed for 
these wells in the past.

• Based on a review of the files at COGCC and BLM there is very little 
in the files of the agencies either.  It is uncertain why the records 
are so poor, but the multiplicity of operators and the multiple 
offices of USGS and later BLM that at various times had oversight 
responsibility for these wells is probably a contributing factor 

• This area was under the jurisdiction of three different WOGC 
Foreman, several engineers and three different production offices 
were involved in its operation which no doubt contributed to the 
poor records.



Lion Government 3 – Hiawatha 3 Site 
• This site is on federal surface and minerals

• COGCC approved the existing pit for Lion Government 3 (aka Hiawatha 3), API 
05- 081-05490, on a form submittal dated October 26, 1971 signed by COGCC 
8-17-1973.  This permit, submitted by Monsanto, was assigned Pit Permit No. 
116548.  No API number is listed on the application or approval. This Pit 
Number 116548 later shows up under the COGIS system under BHP for the 
well.  That would be correct because BHP acquired Monsanto.  

• WOGC acquired the well from Medicine Bow in August 2004. For some reason 
the COGC system then starts associating a new pit number 100560 with 
Whiting as the permittee but it also shows the original number assigned to 
WOGC at the same site.  Whiting never applied for a new pit nor did it seek a 
new pit number or construct any new pit.  Perhaps someone in COGCC issued 
a new pit number because of the sale. 

• In an extensive review of COGCC, WOGC and BLM files WOGC was only able to 
locate a permit filing from the 1971 filing that supports Pit Number 116548, 
the original pit. No permit application or approval was found for Pit Number 
100560. The state lists the same API for both pits on their correspondence to 
WOGC. We believe Pit Permit Number 100560 refers to the same pit as Permit 
No. 116548.



Lion Government 3 – Hiawatha 3 Site 
• A permit to build a 25' X 25' water retention pit was submitted to USGS 

Rock Springs Office in 1977 as it was for the Hiawatha 1 aka Lion 
Government site.  It is not clear if the State of Colorado received this 
permit. There is no evidence this pit was actually approved or constructed 
in WOGC, COGCC or BLM files. The larger pit  was described in the 
permitting as being placed 75 feet south of the wellhead. The pit shown 
on the 1993 air photo seems too small to be a 25’ X 25’ pit. 

• The pit on the 2014 satellite image and is located at the same point as the 
pit on the 1993 air photo so it is the same permitted pit, not a new pit. 
The pit still exists and we do not believe there has never been more than 
one pit on the site based on all the available records and the air photo 
evidence.

• There was a drilling reserve pit constructed and covered in the 1950s but 
at that time closure was handled as part of the drilling operation and did 
not require any additional submittals.



Lion Government 3 – Hiawatha 3 Site - 1993
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Lion Government 3 – Hiawatha 3 Site - 2014
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