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Hi Lou,
At the time, the BLM didn’t approve it through the Oil and gas permitting mechanism as they were considered soil core testing on the Mancos shale landscape which an agreement between USGS and BLM is in place which these types of activities are allowed without much fanfare.  However I can see that the COGCC felt compelled to have an approved Form 2 on hand before commencing the core hole.  Once complete, the USGS closed off the soil core holes so nothing could reemerge that could impact the primary OHV uses at the surface, and reclaimed the surface adequately to blend into the surrounding area and remain a wide-spot in the road, and thus reclamation requirements by BLM were met on 11/15/2011 and the USGS moved on.  
 
I have no accessible records for the Federal V-33-1.  It is not in our current system and the case was likely closed by USGS in its entirety prior to BLM taking over the Oil and Gas program responsibilities in the late 80’s. The best set of records for this is currently the COGCC database.  There is a correspondence letter in there from the operator to COGCC dated 3/29/1983 which stated the site was P+A and surface has been restored.   BLM’s current management of the area is an open OHV area designated to allow all-over type surface activities with only limited restrictions on new surface disturbance and nothing regarding the previous activities out there.  The OHV designation of “open” likely utilizes the open area which once was a well pad and that’s OK.  If the plug marker is visible and creates some sort of potential safety hazard based on the designation, that is something we can recommend to be fixed. However there doesn’t appear to be any major reclamation requirements besides P+A.
 
For additional information on the OHV areas in our field office, please check out the following website.
http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/ufo/recreation/ohv-facts.html
 
I have also included a specific sheet on the Delta OHV area for you to have.
 
Have a wonderful day.
 
Thane Stranathan
Natural Resource Specialist
BLM Uncompahgre Field Office
(970) 240-5304
tstranat@blm.gov
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