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This correspondence is  to respond to the proposed Work Plan submitted via Form 27 and its attached letter dated June 25, 2015 
(see attached) to address the Northeast Terraced Area, Spill #2213637, REM #70.  The Northeast Terraced Area Spill/Release was 
first reported to the COGCC on April 26, 2011. 
 
The first bullet of the letter is reproduced here: 

 A review of historical aerial photographs indicates that the pits and retention pond systems were removed from service 
and reclaimed prior to July 1, 1995. Accordingly, since the NE Terraced Area was reclaimed prior to December 30, 
1997, the reclamation requirements as defined in COGCC 1000 Series Rules (1000 Series Rules) apply. 

Based on that statement, it appears that Stantec/Chevron have concluded that no remediation is required.  The COGCC disagrees.  
Here are some reasons: 
 
The 1996 Rules (see attached) state (Rule 1003.  Interim Reclamation) that "All E&P waste must be handled according to the 900 
Series Rules.  Rule 1004. b. (Production and special purpose pit closure) Rule state that "The operator shall comply with the 900 
Series rules for the removal or treatment of E&P waste remaining in a production or special purpose pit before the pit may be closed 
for final reclamation."  Rules 906. (Closure of Pits and Removal of Vessels), 907. (Spills and Releases; Reporting and Remediation) 
and 908. (Management of E&P Waste) clearly state that E&P waste or produced fluid shall be controlled, contained, and 
remediated, and describe in length the different options.   They also state that landowner shall be notified. 
 
The 1993 Rules (See attached) state (Rule 1004. Reclamation - a.Pit Closure) that "All areas affected by operations shall be 
reclaimed as near as practicable to their original conditions ..."    Rule 1004 a. (1) state that "All drilling waste, except cuttings, shall 
be removed from the reserve pit and disposed of properly in accordance with Rule 315.q.   Rules 906, 907, and 910 describe the 
methods for treatment or disposal of E&P waste. 
Rule 315 q. establishes that "Final site reclamation and restoration shall take place as soon as conditions reasonably permit, 
following the completion of drilling and completion operations, and all material and equipment associated with the drilling ....  and 
other waste materials shall be removed." 
Rule 321. (Open storage of oil or hydrocarbon substances) states that "Storage of oil or any other produced liquid hydrocarbon 
substance in earthen pits or reservoirs is considered to constitute waste, except in emergencies where such substances cannot be 
otherwise contained.  In such cases, these substances must be reclaimed and such storage eliminated as soon as practicable after 
the emergency is controlled, unless permission to delay or continue is obtained from the Director. 
 
It is clear that both the 1996 and the 1993 Rules establish that E&P waste must be either treated on/off site or removed and 
disposed in an approved landfill.  The spirit of the Rules tells us that no E&P waste that can be reasonably may be left in place. 
 
It is  the COGCCs opinion that 1) performing a groundwater assessment and installing one monitoring well, 2) acquiring the property 
(which currently is partially owned by a landowner other than Chevron), and 3) place institutional controls, will not comply with the 
COGCC Rules that were in effect in the 90s nor do they comply with the current Rules  Chevron has not provided a satisfactory 
Work Plan to remediate the highly impacted soil on the footprint of the seven former pits located in the NE Terraced Area and this 
area shall be remediated to current Rules and 910-1 standards. 
 
Due to the concentration of hydrocarbons in soil (i.e. 25,792 mg/kg at a depth of 6' bgs on terrace #3), onsite treatment may not be 
a recommended option.   
 
The Form 27 is being rejected and will not be approved as submitted. A Form 27 Remediation Work Plan shall be submitted  to 
effectively remove and /or treat the impacted soil delineated in the Northeast (NE) Terraced Area Phase II Assessment Report, 
prepared by Stantec for Chevron, and dated October 31, 2014.  The Work Plan shall be submitted by October 31, 2015. 
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