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Appendix 3: Evaporation & Precipitation
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Evaporation Stations

Standard daily pan evaporation is measured using the four-foot diameter Class A evaporation pan.
The pan water level reading is adjusted when precipitation is measure to obtain the actual evaporation.
Most Class A pans are installed above ground, allowing effects such as radiation on the side walls and
heat exchnges with the pan material. These effects tend to increase the evaporation totals. The amounts
can then be adjusted by multiplying the totals b 0.70 or 0.80 to more closely estimate the evaporation
from naturally existing urfaces such as a shallow lake, wet soil or other moist natural surfaces.

Many stations do not measure pan evaportation during winter months. A "0.00" total indicates no measuement is taken.

Stations marked with an asterisk (*) have estimated totals computed from meteorological measurements using a
form of the Penman equation.

Click on a State: Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii & Pacific Islands, Idaho, Montana, Nevada,
New Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Washington,

Wyoming




http://www.wrcc.dri.edu/htmlfiles/westevap.final.html
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http://www.wrcc.dri.edu/cgi-bin/cliMAIN.pl?corifl

RIFLE, COLORADO (057031)

Period of Record Monthly Climate Summary

Period of Record : 9/ 9/1910 to 12/31/2005

Jan Feb Mar Apr May  Jun Jul
Average Max. Temperature (F) 36.8 43.8 53.7 64.2 74.0 84.0 90.2
Average Min. Temperature (F) 94 16.5 242 31.4 38.7 45.2 52.0
Average Total Precipitation (in.) 0.86 0.77 0.95 1.02 1.00 0.73 1.02
Average Total SnowFall (in.) 11.1 7.7 3.7 0.8 0.0 0.0 .0
Average Snow Depth (in.) 4 3 0 0 0 0 0

Percent of possible observations for period of record.
Max. Temp.: 92% Min. Temp.: 91.7% Precipitation: 90.7% Snowfall: 87.3% Snow Depth: 81.7%
Check Station Metadata or Metadata graphics for more detail about data completeness.

Western Regional Climate Center, wrcc(@dri.edu
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