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SURFACE USE PLAN OF OPERATIONS 

Koch Exploration Company, LLC 
WRD Federal 30-34 
2007’ FSL, 752’ FWL 

NWSW, Section 29, T2N, R96W 
Rio Blanco County, Colorado 

Federal Lease # COD – 037933 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

The well site was surveyed on March 8, 2013 by Uintah Engineering and Land Surveying for 
Koch Exploration Company, LLC on a site that was geologically, topographically, and legally 
acceptable.   

Koch Exploration Company, LLC requests this Application for Permit to Drill (APD) serve 
as the amendment application for right-of-way for the access roads, water route, and well 
pad on federal lands. 

2.0 12 POINT SUMMARY 

2.1 Existing Access Roads 

Topos A and B show the area map, location of well, and access roads. 

Directions to location from Rangely, Colorado are as follows: 

 Proceed in a easterly, then southeasterly, then easterly, then southeasterly direction 
from Rangely, Colorado along Highway 64 approximately 39.3 miles to the junction of 
this road and County Road 142 to the north; turn left and proceed in a northerly direction 
approximately 0.5 miles to the junction of this road and county road 143 to the north; 
proceed in a northerly direction approximately 1.8 miles to the  junction of this road and 
an existing road to the west; turn left and proceed in a westerly, then northerly, then 
northwesterly direction approximately 0.5 miles to the beginning of the existing access to 
the south;  turn left and proceed in a southerly direction approximately 0.5 miles to the 
existing location. Distance from Rangely, Colorado to the existing location is 
approximately 42.6 miles. 

All existing roads will be maintained and/or brought up to the Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) minimum standards as found in BLM Manual 9113. 

2.2 Planned Reconstructed Access Roads (see Topo B, Sheets C1.00-C1.40) 

No new access roads will be constructed; existing road will be upgraded.  All upgraded roads 
will be constructed and maintained per BLM Manual Section 9113. The access roads will be 
constructed as follows: 

 Approximately 3,100 feet of access road will be upgraded (see Topo B and Sheets 
C1.00-C1.40). 

 The upgraded roads will be crowned and ditched, with a subgrade running surface of 14 
feet. The maximum disturbed width will be 50 feet. Crowns and inslope/outslope will be 
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between 0.02 to 0.05 feet/feet. Topsoil will be will be windrowed and re-spread in the 
borrow area. 

 See Sheets C1.00-1.40 for engineered road design which includes crowned and ditched, 
inslope/outslope and ditch construction based on terrain and reconstruction needs for 
the road. 

 Borrow ditches to be back sloped no greater than 2:1 with drainage on both sides. 

 Curves will be widened to BLM standards are based upon the “design” vehicle.  

 Maximum grade is 11 percent. 

 Ten 18-inch culverts will be installed (see Sheets C1.00-C1.40). 

 No additional surfacing material will be required. 

 No major road cuts will be required. 

 The upper edges of all cut banks on the access road and well pad will be rounded. 

 Six turnouts will be constructed (See Sheets C1.00-C1.40). 

 Fence cuts, gates and cattle guards will not be required.  

 All construction and drilling activity shall cease when soils or road surfaces become 
saturated to a depth of 3 inches, unless otherwise approved by the Authorized Officer. 

 There shall be no mud blading on the access road. Vehicles may be towed through the 
mud provided they stay on the roadway. 

 The White River Resource Area Manager shall be notified at least 48 hours prior to 
commencing reclamation work. 

 Erosion control is specified under “Other Information” below. 

 Road construction on public lands shall meet the minimum standards listed in BLM 
Manual Section 9113.  

 New roads shall be maintained to BLM minimum standards as found in BLM Manual 
Section 9113. 

2.3 Location of Existing Wells  

See Topo C for existing wells within a 1 mile radius. 

2.4 Location of Existing and/or Proposed Production Facilities 

The subject well will be located on the existing WRD Federal 29-31 well pad. Existing 
production equipment and gas lines have been identified (see Figure 4). The following 
specifications are provided for construction of the production facilities: 

 New facilities will be constructed on the existing pad (see Figure 4).  Actual layout to be 
submitted by Sundry Notice prior to construction of facilities. 
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 Site preparation for production will be done with standard excavation equipment using 
native materials. Additional surface material will be obtained from commercial sources or 
an approved borrow area. 

 All above-ground permanent structures, including production equipment, will be painted 
to blend with the surrounding landscape. The color will be determined by the BLM. 

 Production facilities may vary according to the actual reservoir discovered and will be 
engineered upon completion of well tests. If the well is a producer, all production 
facilities will be authorized by Sundry Notice. 

 No facilities will be constructed off location. 

 Rehabilitation of unneeded, previously disturbed areas will consist of backfilling and 
contouring the emergency and cuttings pit area, back sloping, and contouring all cut and 
fill slopes. These areas will be re-seeded. Refer to plans for restoration of surface for 
additional details. 

 A dike or metal berm will be constructed around the tank battery of sufficient capacity to 
contain at least 110 percent of the storage capacity of the largest tank within the dike. 

 Pipeline: 

Install a gas sales pipeline from the WRD Federal 30-34 to tie into the existing 
WRD Federal 29-31 pipeline located in NWSW, Section 29, T2N, R96W, Rio Blanco 
County, Colorado. 
 
The pipe will be 4-inch steel with a wall thickness of 0.188 inch. The line will be 
pressure tested prior to service. Safety pressure relief equipment will be installed at 
the well location. 
 
It is proposed to install the pipeline along the route on the attached map (see Sheets 
C0.00 
 
 
The pipeline right-of-way length will be approximately 116 feet (0.13 acres) on 
federal surface. The maximum width of the disturbed area will not exceed 50 feet. 
 
The line will be coated pipe with welded connections. The welds will be coated, 
wrapped, and buried to a depth not less than 4 feet. 
 
A meter run will be installed on the well pad. The well meter will be used for royalty 
payment purposes, thereby not requiring an application for off-base measurement. 
 

All measurement facilities will be designed, constructed, operated, and 
maintained to meet ANSI/API 2530 and AGA Committee Report Number 3, 
second edition 1985. 
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Off Well Pad 

None are anticipated. 

2.5 Location and Types of Water Supply 

The following information is provided for the location and types of water supply: 

 Location: Water supply;  
o Irrigation Ditch – Pat Reigan Ditch, NWSE of Section 2, T1S, R97W 
o Irrigation Ditch – NWSE of Section 2, T1S, R97W 
o Irrigation Ditch – George S. Witter Ditch, NWNW of Section 21, T2S, R97W 

 Method of transportation: Via truck (Refer to Topo A). 
 Approximate water usage 15,000 bbls (13,000 bbls for fracking and 2,000 bbls for 

drilling) 
 Water well to be drilled: None. 
 Water Pipeline: None  

2.6 Construction Materials 

Construction materials will consist of native materials from borrow ditches and location areas. 

At this time, the need for surfacing materials is not anticipated. If surface materials are required, 
a Sundry Notice will be submitted to the BLM.  

2.7 Methods for Handling Waste Disposal 

Waste disposal will be handled in the following manner: 

 A cuttings pit will be constructed on the well pad; the 100’x60’x5’ pit will provide storage 
for cuttings from the closed loop system (see Figure 1). 

o The pit will be constructed on the cut side of the pad and be designed to prevent 
the collection of surface runoff.    

o Drill cuttings will be disposed of on location and buried by a minimum of three 
feet of clean fill if they meet COGCC standards for onsite disposal.  If cuttings are 
disposed off site they will be hauled to an approved disposal facility and the BLM 
will be notified via Sundry. 

 Drilling fluid will be a closed-loop system.  All drilling fluids will be contained in temporary 
aboveground storage tanks and disposed of at an approved disposal facility for which a 
Sundry Notice will be submitted to the BLM. 

 Produced fluid will be contained in test tanks during completion and testing. 

 Sewage will be handled in self-contained, chemical-treated portable toilets and contents 
hauled off location to an authorized Colorado Department of Public Health and 
Environment (CDPHE) approved sanitary disposal facility in accordance with state and 
local regulations. 
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 Garbage and other burnable waste will be contained in a portable trash cage that will be 
totally enclosed with small mesh wire. Cage and contents will be transported to and 
trash dumped at the CDPHE-approved Rio Blanco County Landfill.  

 Trash will be picked up if scattered and contained in the trash cage as soon as practical 
after rig is moved off. 

 Upon release of the drilling rig, rat and mouse, will be filled. Debris and excess 
equipment will be removed. 

 Produced water will be hauled to an approved disposal facility. 

 Hazardous Materials: Koch Exploration Company, LLC maintains a file, per 29 CFR 
1910.1200(g) containing current Material Safety Data Sheets for all chemicals, 
compounds, and/or substances that are used during the course of construction, drilling, 
completion, and production operations for this project. Hazardous materials (substances) 
that may be transported across these lands may include drilling mud and cementing 
products, which are primarily inhalation hazards, fuels (flammable and/or combustible), 
materials that may be necessary for well completion/stimulation activities such as 
flammable or combustible substances, and acids/gels (corrosives).  

2.8 Ancillary Facilities 

There will be no ancillary facilities associated with this project. 

2.9 Well Site Layout 

Well site layout is as follows: 

 See the attached survey plat. 

 The drill site will be located on the existing WRD Federal 29-31 well pad. The pad will be 
expanded during the drilling and completion of the well then reclaimed back to its original 
size (see Figure 4). 

 See Figure 2 for the cut and fill cross sections. 

 See Figure 1 and 5 for the location layout. 

 See Figures 1 and 3 for the emergency pit location. 

 An emergency pit will be constructed on the well pad; the pit will provide emergency 
containment of drilling fluids is case of a mechanical problem with the closed loop 
system. 

 The pit will be constructed on the cut side of the pad and be designed to prevent the 
collection of surface runoff.   The pit will be lined with 12mm or thicker polyethylene 
to prevent leakage of fluids.  The liner will be rolled in place and recurred at the ends, 
i.e., buried on the top of the pit berms.   

 The pit will be fenced “stock tight” on three sides, the fourth side will be fenced at 
time of rig release, at which time the pit will be flagged. 
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 See Figures 1 and 3 for the cuttings pit location. 

 A cuttings pit will be constructed on the well pad. The pit will be constructed on the 
cut side of the pad and be designed to prevent the collection of surface runoff.    

 All equipment and vehicles will be confined to the access road, pad, and area specified 
in the APD. 

 The construction program and design are on the attached location layout and cross 
sectional diagrams (see Figures 1 and 2). 

 Prior to construction, all topsoil will be removed from the entire site and stockpiled 
separate from subsoil. No topsoil will be stripped when soils are saturated or frozen 
below stripping depth. Topsoil for this site is the first 6 inches of soil material (see 
Figures 1 and 5) 

 Vegetation Clearing: Before construction or any surface disturbance, well pad, access 
road, and pipeline route will be cleared of brush and trees. All trees directly outside the 
staked limit of disturbance are to remain undamaged.  

2.10 Plans for Surface Reclamation 

Interim Reclamation (See Figure 4) 

The following surface reclamation will be done within 6 months after the final well is 
completed. 

 The emergency pit will be constructed only if it is needed. If the emergency pit is 
constructed and not used, the pit will be backfilled.  

 If the emergency pit is used, it will be dried, backfilled, and re-contoured to blend with 
the existing environment.  If natural evaporation of the emergency pit is not feasible, 
alternative methods of drying, removal of fluids, or other treatment will be developed.  If 
fluids are disposed of by any method other than hauling to a CDPHE approved disposal 
pit, prior approval by the BLM will be required.  If disposal involves proposed discharge 
or transport, CDPHE approval will be necessary.   

 The BLM will be notified no later than 5 days prior to closure. 

 Pre-closure testing for COGCC standards will occur in accordance with directives 
provided by the BLM. 

 During interim and final reclamation of the site, the operator will push fill material into the 
cuts and up over the back slope to approximate the original topography.  No large 
depressions will be left that forms unnatural ponds.  However, sufficient roughening will 
occur to trap seed and moisture to aid in the reclamation process. 

 All disturbed areas are to be seeded with a seed mixture approved by a BLM 
representative.  The seeding is to be done by drilling with a drill equipped with a depth 
regulator to insure even depths of planting not to exceed ½ inch.  Seeding is to be done 
during the months of September or October following construction completion.  The 
seeding will be repeated until a satisfactory stand, as determined by the Area Manager 
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of the BLM, is achieved.  The BLM is to be notified 15 days prior to seeding in order that 
arrangements can be made for supervision of the seeding project.  

 Vegetation or soil disturbance by the operator will be held to the minimum consistent 
with practical construction operations and the operator will smooth all disturbed areas to 
conform as nearly as practical to adjacent terrain.  

 The operator is responsible for weed control on disturbed areas within the exterior limits 
of the permit.  The operator is responsible for consultation with the authorized officer 
and/or local authorities for acceptable weed control methods.  

 Our field-wide goal for reclamation is that we perform the reclamation work and return 
the surface to as native a state as possible as soon as is reasonable and 
achievable.  Taking into account future development in an area, weather conditions, best 
season for reseeding, and equipment availability, Koch will work diligently to achieve this 
goal. 

 Rat and mouse holes shall be filled immediately upon release of the drilling rig from the 
location.  

 The rehabilitation will begin after the drilling rig is removed. Removal of oil or other 
adverse substances will begin immediately or the area will be flagged or fenced. Other 
cleanup will be done as needed. 

 Compacted soils will be ripped a minimum depth of 18 to 24 inches at furrow spacing of 
no more than 2 feet. 

 Disturbed areas not needed for long-term production will be recontoured, stabilized, and 
revegetated with a seed mixture as specified by the BLM.  

 BLM will be contacted at least 72 hours before reclamation is commenced. 

 If damage to reclaimed areas occurs as a result of operations, affected areas will be 
reclaimed again.  

 Roads that are no longer in use on public lands will be reclaimed and revegetated.  

Final Reclamation 

 All disturbed areas, including the well pad, production facility, roads, pipelines and utility 
corridors, will be recontoured to approximate the original landforms. 

 Compacted soils will be ripped to a depth of 18 to 24 inches on 18 to 24 inch centers. 

 Topsoil will be evenly spread over the location. All recontoured disturbance will be 
revegetated with a seed mixture as specified by the BLM.  

 Final abandonment of pipelines will include purging, proper disposal of any fluids, then 
plugged.  

 Vegetation Monitoring and Reporting 

 Pre- and post-disturbance vegetation monitoring data will be collected in the growing 



Surface Use Plan of Operations Koch Exploration Company, LLC 
WRD Federal 30-34 

August 7, 2014 8 

season beginning the second year after reclamation efforts are initiated and continue 
every third year until Final Abandonment is approved. 

 The BLM will be informed when reclamation is planned, has been completed, and is 
reported to be successful or when the site is ready for final inspection. 

 Reclamation monitoring reports will be submitted with reclamation status reports with 
the below minimum components. Data will be gathered using quantitative methods 
approved by the BLM. Sample size in reclaimed areas and monitoring method 
measure and quantify the following: 

 Bare ground, including rocks, wood debris, biotic soils, and litter (dead plant 
material) 

 Plant cover 
 Vegetation composition 
 Plant species of management concerns 
 Species richness over entire reclaimed area 
 Non-native invasive plant species 
 Vegetation height 
 Proportion of soil surface in large intercanopy gaps. 

 Final reclamation will be completed within 6 months of well plugging. 

 Seed mixture and application rates are listed in the table below. . All disturbed areas will 
be seeded using a drill equipped with a depth regulator and must be drilled on the 
contour. Seed will be planted between 0.25 and 0.5 inches deep and in all disturbed 
areas using a drill equipped with a depth regulator. Where drilling is not possible (too 
steep or rocky), the seed will be broadcasted, raked, or chain in the area to cover the 
seed. If the seed mixture is broadcast, the rate will be doubled. The seeding shall be 
repeated until a satisfactory stand, as determined by the Authorized Officer, is obtained. 
The first evaluation of growth will be made following completion of the first growing 
season after seeding. A certified or registered seed mixture will be used. 

 Table 1 – Koch Seed Mixes 

Koch Seed Mixes 

Variety Common Name Scientific Name Rate 
(PLS)/ac. 

Rosana Western Wheatgrass Pascopyrum smithii 3 
Critana Thickspike Wheatgrass Elymus lanceolatus 2 
Rimrock Indian Ricegrass Achnatherum hymenoides 2 
Toe Jam Creek Bottlebrush Squirreltail Elymus Elymoides 1 
Whitmar Bluebunch Wheatgrass Pseudoroegneria spicata 1 
 Needle and Thread Hesperostipa comate 0.5 
 Sulphur Flower Eriogonum umbellatum 1 
 Annual Sunflower  Heliantus annus 1.5 

 
 Seeding will take place after September 1 and prior to ground frost. 
 Pre-disturbance photographs (see Photo P1, P2, P3, and Photo REF 1 and 2). 
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2.11 Surface Ownership 

 Mineral Lessor: BLM. 

 Surface Owner: BLM. 

2.12 Other Information 

Other relevant information is provided below: 

 Soil characteristics: clay loam. 

 Flora: vegetation is sparse and consists of the following: 

 Bluebunch Wheatgrass, Western Wheatgrass, Prairie Junegrass, Blue Gamma 
Grass, Indian Rice Grass, Threadleaf Sedge, Prickly Pear Cactus, Gardeners 
Saltbrush, Shadescale, Yucca, Sagebrush, Antelope Bitterbrush, and Grasswood. 

 Fauna: antelope, deer, coyotes, raptors, small mammals, and livestock.  

 Concurrent surface use: Recreation, livestock grazing, and hunting. 

 Historic, cultural, and paleontological resources: A Class III cultural resource 
inventory was completed by Pronghorn Archaeological and submitted to the BLM White 
River Resource Area in compliance with EO 11593 and Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act of 1966. 

 Storm water management: General Construction Permit from the Colorado Department 
of Health and Environment will be approved and the Storm Water/Erosion Management 
Plan will be in place prior to location instruction.  

 Noxious weeds: Annual or noxious weeds shall be controlled on all disturbed areas as 
directed by the White river Resourced Area Manager. Method of control shall be by an 
approved mechanical method or an Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) registered 
herbicide. All herbicide application proposals must be approved by the BLM. Application 
of herbicides must be under direct field supervision of an EPA certified pesticide 
applicator.  

Pre-disturbance surveys will be conducted to identify and quantify weeds and 
undesirable plant species within 200 feet of the project area, including the well pad, 
access roads, and pipelines. 

All heavy equipment brought onto public lands will be cleaned prior to use to reduce the 
potential for introduction of noxious weeds. 

Dust abatement: Fugitive dust will be prevented and abated as needed.  
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KOCH EXPLORATION COMPANY 
WRD FEDERAL #30-34 ON EXISTING #29-31 PAD 

SECTION 29, T2N, R96W, 6th P.M. 

 

 
FROM WITTER DITCH TO HIGHWAY 64 

PROCEED IN AN EASTERLY DIRECTION FROM THE WITTER DITCH ALONG 

COUNTY ROAD 26 APPROXIMATELY 0.54 MILES TO THE JUNCTION OF THIS 

ROAD AND COUNTY ROAD 5; TURN LEFT AND PROCEED IN A NORTHERLY 

DIRECTION APPROXIMATELY 18.0 MILES TO THE JUNCTION OF THIS ROAD 

AND HIGHWAY 64. 

TOTAL DISTANCE TO HIGHWAY 64 IS APPROXIMATELY 18.54 MILES. 

 

 

FROM REIGAN DITCH TO HIGHWAY 64 

PROCEED IN A NORTHERLY DIRECTION APPROXIMATELY 8.4 MILES TO THE 

JUNCTION OF THIS ROAD AND HIGHWAY 64. 

TOTAL DISTANCE TO HIGHWAY 64 IS APPROXIMATELY 8.4 MILES. 

 

 

FROM RANGELY, COLORADO TO WRD FEDERAL #30-34 

PROCEED IN A EASTERLY, THEN SOUTHEASTERLY, THEN EASTERLY, THEN 

SOUTHEASTERLY DIRECTION FROM RANGELY, COLORADO ALONG 

HIGHWAY 64 APPROXIMATELY 39.3 MILES TO THE JUNCTION OF THIS 

ROAD AND COUNTY ROAD 142 TO THE NORTH; TURN LEFT AND PROCEED 

IN A NORTHERLY DIRECTION APPROXIMATELY 0.5 MILES TO THE 

JUNCTION OF THIS ROAD AND COUNTY ROAD 143 TO THE NORTH; 

PROCEED IN A NORTHERLY DIRECTION APPROXIMATELY 1.8 MILES TO THE 

JUNCTION OF THIS ROAD AND AN EXISTING ROAD TO THE WEST; TURN 

LEFT AND PROCEED IN A WESTERLY, THEN NORTHERLY, THEN 

NORTHWESTERLY DIRECTION APPROXIMATELY 0.5 MILES TO THE 

BEGINNING OF THE EXISTING ACCESS TO THE SOUTH; TURN LEFT AND 

PROCEED IN A SOUTHERLY DIRECTION APPROXIMATELY 0.5 MILES TO 

THEEXISTING LOCATION. 

TOTAL DISTANCE FROM RANGELY, COLORADO TO THE EXISTING 

LOCATION IS APPROXIMATELY 42.6 MILES. 
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3160 (Office Code) 
COD- 037933 

 
 
 

 
Koch Exploration Company, LLC 
Attn: Janni Keidel 
950 17th Street Suite 1900 
Denver, CO 80202 
 
Re:  Receipt and Acceptability of Application for Permit to Drill (APD) 

Federal/Indian Lease No(s).  COD- 037933, Well No.  WRD Federal 30-34  
Legal Description  T2N R96W SESE Section 30   
Rio Blanco County, Colorado 
Date APD Received:   12/12/2013  

 
Dear Operator: 

 
This is the 10-day letter pursuant to Onshore Oil and Gas Order, Number 1, Section 
III.E.2.a. 

 
The BLM received your Application for Permit to Drill (APD), for the referenced well, on 
[Insert date the BLM received APD].  The BLM reviewed the APD package pursuant to part 
III.B.2 of Onshore Oil and Gas Order No.1 and it is: 

 
1. Complete (BLM will process the APD and you have no deficiencies to submit.) 

 

 
 

2. X   Incomplete/Deficient (The BLM cannot process the APD until you submit the identified 

items within 45 calendar days of the date of this notice or the BLM will return your APD.) 
 

Form 3160-3, Application for Permit to Drill or Re-Enter 
APD Processing Fee payment 

 

Well Plat 
 

Drilling Plan 
 

   X   Surface Use Plan of Operations 
 

Certification of Private Surface Owner Access Agreement 
Bonding 
Operator Certification 

 

Onsite (The BLM has scheduled the onsite to be on     ) 



This requirement is exempt of the 45-day timeframe to submit 
deficiencies. This requirement will be satisfied on the date of the onsite. 

 
Incomplete/Deficient 

 Exisiting Roads   See SUPO section 2.1 
o The maintenance needs to be to  Goldbook or BLM 9113 Manual standards. 

 New or Re-Constructed Road Access  See SUPO Section 2.2 
o Information needed on the proposed access road. Onshore Order 1 requires the 

following information for proposed access roads. 
 Road width;  See Sheets C1.00 – 1.30, See SUPO Section 2.2 
 Maximum grade; See Sheets C1.00 – 1.30, See SUPO Section 2.2 
 Crown design; See Sheets C1.00 – 1.30, See SUPO Section 2.2 
 Turnouts; See Sheets C1.00 – 1.30, See SUPO Section 2.2 
 Drainage and ditch design; See Sheets C1.00 – 1.40 & C2.00 
 On-site and off-site erosion control; See SUPO Section 2.12 
 Revegetation of disturbed areas;   See SUPO Section 2.10 
 Location and size of culverts and/or bridges; See Sheets C1.00 – 1.30, 

See SUPO Section 2.2 
 Fence cuts and/or cattleguards; See SUPO Section 2.2 
 Major cuts and fills; See Sheets C1.00 – 1.30 
 Source and storage of topsoil; and  See Figures 1 and 3 
 Type of surfacing materials, if any, that will be used. See SUPO Section 

2.6 
o Missing information 

 Road design (crown ditch?) a cross section helps portray this detailed 
information needed for the road. See Sheets C1.00 – 1.30, See SUPO 
Section 2.2 

 What is the maximum grade? See Sheets C1.00 – 1.30, See SUPO 
Section 2.2 

 Topsoil (handling, storing, reclamation). , See SUPO Sections 2.9 & 
2.10 

 Location of Existing/Proposed Production Facilities  See SUPO Section 2.4 
o In order to complete an analysis, if the pipeline is planning to be constructed 

with the pad (without additional NEPA or approval) then size of the lines will be 
needed. See SUPO Section 2.4 

 Location and Type of Water Supply 
o For NEPA analysis, the estimated amount of water needed for drilling and travel 

route of the trucked water will be needed. See SUPO Section 2.5 
 Source of Construction Material See SUPO Section 2.6 

o The source location for construction materials is required by Onshore Order 1.  
This needs to be put into the SUPO or language needs to be in the SUPO that is 
along the lines of “Although at this time we are not aware of a need for gravel, if 
we do, we will submit the source location via Sundry Notice to the BLM”. 

 Methods of Handling Waste See SUPO Section 2.7 
o The Onshore Order #1 States “The Surface Use Plan of Operations must contain 

a written description of the methods and locations proposed for safe 
containment and disposal of each type of waste material (e.g., cuttings, garbage, 
salts, chemicals, sewage, etc.) that results from drilling the proposed well.” 

 If the drilling fluids/mud is to be recycled/reused a Sundry Notice will 
need to be submitted notifying the BLM of the location it is being used. 
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 If the drilling fluid/mud is to be disposed of onsite, then a Sundry Notice 
will need to be submitted with a detailed description of the disposal.  
This will need to be submitted prior to disposal for approval. If being 
disposed of offsite a Sundry Notice will need to be submitted with the 
location.  Information regarding how the drilling fluids used or disposed 
of needs to be in the SUPO. 

 Detailed information is needed for the reserve pit such as location, size, 
liner, reclamation etc.; also, is the reserve pit the same as the 
“emergency pit” on the layout? 

 If drill cuttings are to be disposed on location then they will need to be 
tested for COGCC standards then if they pass, they must be buried by a 
minimum of three feet of clean fill. If disposed off location then location 
needs to be in the SUPO or submitted by Sundry Notice. All this detailed 
information should be in the SUPO. 

 Final Destination is needed for all fluids and wastes. 
 How will produced water be handled? 
 Sewage, further information is needed on disposal. Where will disposal 

of the sewage occur? 
 Need the final destination of garbage or language stating the possibilities 

and the final destination will be submitted via Sundry Notice. 
 Well Site Layout 

o Layout is supposed to be to a scale no less than 1 inch equals 50 feet. .  Uintah 
layout is 1” = 60’ 

o  
o Reserve pit is not located on layout, only see emergency pit.  No reserve pit will 

be used.  See SUPO section 2.9 
o  
o Plans for Surface Reclamation See SUPO section 2.10  
o Onshore Order 1 States “Plans for Surface Reclamation: The operator must 

submit a plan for the surface reclamation or stabilization of all disturbed areas. 
This plan must address interim (during production) reclamation for the area of 
the well pad not needed for production, as well as final abandonment of the well 
location. Such plans must include, as appropriate: 

 Configuration of the reshaped topography; 
 Drainage Systems; 
 Segregation of spoil materials (stockpiles); 
 Surface disturbances; 
 Backfill requirements; 
 Proposals for pit/sump closures; 
 Redistribution of topsoil; 
 Soil Treatments; 
 Seeding or other steps to reestablish vegetation; 
 Weed Control; and 
 Practices necessary to reclaim all disturbed areas, including any access 

roads and pipelines.” 
o Much of the above information is either missing or not in an adequate amount of 

detail.  The SUPO needs to have a reclamation plan that address the above 
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required information for Interim and Final Reclamation. See SUPO section 2.10 
and see Figures 1, 3, 4 and 5  

o  
Concerns/Recommendation 

 Topsoil 
o The Topsoil numbers on the plan does not show enough topsoil being collected 

to adequately redistribute (to an approximate 6 inches of depth) topsoil on the 
2.435 acres of disturbance for the well site. This potentially leaves disturbances 
that may not receive an adequate amount of topsoil. Please provide detail on 
how this concern is to be remedied. If detail is not provided on how it will be 
remedied, then a Condition of Approval may be applied. 

o For example, if topsoil is not removed from the location of the spoils pile, then 
it is not being adequately separated from the spoils pile.  Also it would 
compromise the viability of the topsoil.  Similarly for sediment traps, depending 
on design, if the topsoil is not removed it may be compromised. See SUPO 
section 2.10 and see Figures 1, 3, 4 and 5  

  
 

 
 

 
 

3.  Missing Necessary Information (The BLM can start, but cannot complete ,the analysis 

until you submit the identified items within 2-years from the date we declare your APD 

complete or the BLM will deny your APD.) 
 

Designation of Operator (if Indian) 
 

Other Surface Use Permits 
Water Management Plan 
Alternative Bonding 
Air Quality Modeling 

 

Other 
 

 

[Define/explain the specific necessary information here.] 
 

 
 

4.  X Additional steps/items needed to process the APD (The BLM, other agencies, or you 

are responsible for the identified items.  Due to staffing shortages and reduced funding, 

we are requesting that you submit these items to expedite the approval process.) 
 

          X         National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Analysis 
 

X BLM responsible Other Agency responsible 
          X         Cultural Resources Inventory   Submitted 

 X  *Operator responsible BLM responsible Other Agency responsible 
 

                     Wildlife Survey 
 

     *Operator responsible BLM responsible Other Agency responsible 
 

Emissions Inventory 
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Operator responsible BLM responsible Other Agency responsible 
 

          X         Other (Plant Survey) 
 

          X  Operator responsible BLM responsible Other Agency responsible 
 
 

*Survey reports may have already been submitted 
 

 
 

5. APD is returned for the following reasons: 
 

[Define/explain here.]



NOTE:  The BLM will return your APD package to you, unless you correct all deficiencies 
identified above (item 2) within 45 calendar days. 

 
   The BLM will not refund an APD processing fee or apply it to another APD for any 

returned APD. 
 
Extension Requests: 

   If you know you will not be able to meet the 45-day timeframe for reasons beyond your 
control, you must submit a written request through [Insert your office’s preferred format 
for this request] for extension prior to the 45th calendar day from this notice [Insert due 
date here]. 

 
   The BLM will consider the extension request if you can demonstrate your diligence 

(providing reasons and examples of why the delay is occurring beyond your control) in 
attempting to correct the deficiencies and can provide a date by which you will correct 
the deficiencies.  If the BLM determines that the request does not warrant an extension, 
the BLM will return the APD as incomplete after the 45 calendar days have elapsed. 

 
o The BLM will determine whether to grant an extension beyond the required 45 

calendar days and will document this request in the well file.  If you fail to submit 
deficiencies by the date defined in the extension request, the BLM will return the 
APD. 

 
APDs Remaining Incomplete: 

   If the APD is still not complete, the BLM will notify you and allow 10 additional 
business days to submit a written request to the BLM for an extension.  The request must 
describe how you will address all outstanding deficiencies and the timeframe you request 
to complete the deficiencies. 

 
o The BLM will consider the extension request if you can prove your diligence 

(providing reasons and examples of why the delay is occurring) in attempting to 
correct the deficiencies and you can provide a date by which you will correct the 
deficiencies.  If the BLM determines that the request does not warrant an 
additional extension, the BLM will return the APD as incomplete. 

 

 
If you have any questions, please contact 
number). 

(Name) at (Phone 

 

 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

Name 
Title 

 
cc:  If Indian, BIA, Agency Name 

If Tribal, Tribe Name 
If Forest Service, USFS Office Name 
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