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August 16, 2013 
 
Ms. Naomi Azulai 
 
 
Re: Response to the Form 27 Site Assessment and Remediation Work plan 
 Draft submitted on August 05, 2013 
 Roan Creek Evaporation Pit Closure 

Location ID # 391314 
Pit Facility ID # 116525  

 
 
Dear Ms. Azulai, 
 
Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission (COGCC) staff has reviewed the Form 27 Site Assessment and 
Remediation Work plan submitted on August 05, 2013 for the closure of the Roan Creek Evaporation Pit.  The pit 
closure is part of a compliance effort from Maralex, and a first step toward re-purposing the existing facility to 
construct a Centralized Exploration &Production (E&P) Waste Management facility.  COGCC staff has the 
following comments that need to be addressed in conjunction with re-submitting an updated Form 27 Work Plan for 
COGCC’s review and approval: 
 
Background: 

• Maralex operated the evaporation pit for several years prior to taking it out of service.  A Pit Permit Form 
15 should have been submitted.  Operating a pit without permit is a Violation of COGCC Rules and 
Regulations. 

• The evaporation pit has been out of service for at least two years (or more).  Maralex has been out of 
compliance for several years.  Rule 1003 b states: “All disturbed areas affected by drilling or subsequent 
operations, except areas reasonably needed for production operations or for subsequent drilling operations 
to be commenced within twelve (12) months, shall be reclaimed as early and as nearly as practicable to 
their original condition or their final land use as designated by the surface owner and shall be maintained to 
control dust and minimize erosion to the extent practicable.” …” Interim reclamation shall occur no later 
than three (3) months on crop land or six (6) months on non-crop land after such operations unless the 
Director extends the time period because of conditions outside the control of the operator.” 

 
The pit shall therefore be closed (Rule 905 b.) in accordance with an approved Site Investigation and Remediation 
Workplan, Form 27.  Rule 905b. also specifies that: 

(1) Operators shall ensure that soils and ground water meet the concentration levels of Table 910-1. 
(2) Pit evacuation.  Prior to backfilling and site reclamation, E&P waste shall be treated or disposed in 

accordance with Rule 907. 
(3) Liners shall be disposed as follows:  A. Synthetic liner disposal. Liner material shall be removed and 

disposed in accordance with applicable legal requirements for solid waste disposal. 
 
Rule 905 c. states that spill/releases discovered during closure operations, must be reported on the Spill/Release 
Report Form 19. 
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