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January 28, 2014 

 

Mr. John Axelson 
East Environmental Supervisor 
Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission 
1120 Lincoln Street, Suite 801 
Denver, Colorado  80203 
 

RE: S.J. Warren #1 (API #05-121-07034) Workplan for Assessment and Remediation of 
Former Skim Pit – Complaint #200390828 and NOAV Document #200390941 
Olsson Project #013-1681 

 

Dear Mr Axelson: 

CM Production LLC (CM Production) retained Olsson Associates (Olsson) to develop a scope of 
work to perform assessment and remediation activities of a former skim pit located at the S.J. 
Warren #1 crude oil tank battery. The well and tank battery are located in the NW ¼ SW ¼ of 
Section 11, Township 2 North, Range 49 West, of the 6th Principal Meridian, Hyde Field, in 
Washington County, Colorado. The SJ Warren well is located to north of Highway 34 
approximately six miles to the west of the town of Yuma, Colorado. 

Mr. Ted Park, a former CM Production employee, filed a complaint with the COGCC on 
12/2/2013 stating that he was directed by CM Production to bury a skim pit at the S.J. Warren 
#1 tank battery. Mr. Park further alleged that there was oily waste in the pit, that no samples 
were collected, and that CM Production did not fill out a Form 27 to submit to the COGCC. The 
complaint is identified in the COGCC database as Document # 200390828. 

The COGCC conducted inspections of the site on November 20, 2014 in response to the 
alleged improper closure of the unlined skim pit. During the inspection the COGCC observed 
that the pits had been closed and replaced with an aboveground steel 300-barrel capacity steel 
tank at the S.J. Warren #1 Site. 

CM Production closed the pit in 2011 since it was not in use and had not been in use for some 
time. CM Production maintains that they did not direct Mr. Park to bury oily waste in the former 
skim pit, but admits that they did not follow COGCC rules in closing the pit by not filing a Form 
27 – Site Investigation and Remediation Workplan or collecting closure samples. 

Proposed Workplan 

CM Production retained Olsson to perform a subsurface investigation of the former skim pits to 
assess for potential impacts.  Olsson and CM Production propose to use a backhoe to excavate 
test holes in the former pits to determine the nature and extent of impacts. Prior to excavating, 
Olsson will contact the Utility Notification Center of Colorado (UNCC) to request that the location 
of buried utilities at each of the sites be marked prior to beginning excavation activities. 
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Soils will be assessed for staining and petroleum odor and will be headspace screened using a 
photoionization detector (PID). Soil samples will be collected and submitted for laboratory 
analysis of the Table 910-1 soil parameters.  The results will be evaluated to determine if the 
Table 910-1 concentration levels for soil parameters have been met. Three soil samples will be 
collected from undisturbed areas in the vicinity of the sites to assess background total metals 
conditions, electrical conductivity (EC), sodium adsorption ratio (SAR), and pH to establish site 
specific background conditions. 

If impacted soils are encountered, and concentrations are above the Table 910-1 concentration 
levels CM Production will excavate the impacted soils from the former skim pit.  A minimum of 
one confirmation soil sample from each side wall and one soil sample from the base of the 
excavation will be collected to document that the nature and extent have been defined and that 
impacted soils have been removed. If impacted soils are encountered during the excavation, the 
impacted soils will be removed from the former pit and stockpiled on plastic on location pending 
approval for disposal at a commercial landfill facility. Alternatively, CM Production may request 
the COGCC allow land treatment of the impacted soils onsite with permission from the surface 
landowner depending on the volume of impacted soils and the assessment analytical results.  
The stockpiled soils will be contained with an earthen berm pending transport to the offsite 
disposal facility or pending approval to treat the impacted soils onsite until they meet the Table 
910-1 concentration levels. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Olsson Associates 

 
 
James W. Hix 
Senior Geologist 
 
Attachments 
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