Outline of My Experience to Get Information and Provide Comment on proposed permits near my home at both the State (COGCC) and Local (Greeley, CO) levels.
Prepared by Sara Barwinski
1) Sometime the week of June 17, 2013 I received a notice that since I lived within 500 feet of a Drill Site, I was being invited to a community meeting on Monday, June 24, 2013 to discuss an amended Greeley USR which would add “3 wells and related equipment”  to the site that currently has 6 wells. My husband and I were leaving on vacation but decided to postpone our trip and cancelled our reservation for the 24th in order to attend the meeting.

2) Only 10 citizens attended the meeting. Several of my neighbors told me that since they were “only going to add 3 wells to the existing site,” or the fact that “they would end up doing whatever they want because this is Greeley,” as reasons they did not attend.

3) At the meeting we were informed that the operator wanted to add a drill pad of 12 wells and related equipment to the site.  But they only intended to drill 6 or 7 of the wells and might never drill the remainder. They already had a USR from the City to drill 15 wells passed years ago. Throughout the meeting, the operator and the City Community Development office preceded as if this drilling was inevitable and they were merely informing us of what to expect as a courtesy.

4) The bulk of the presentation at the meeting consisted of the presentation of the drawings of the trees that would be planted on public land, and yet to be negotiated private land, in order to hide the operation equipment in our neighborhood. One citizen asked about the incident that woke up the entire neighborhood with a high, shrill alarm at 3:00 a.m. about 6 wks. – 2 mos. earlier. We were informed that there was an equipment failure necessitating a shut down. A representative from the Company informed us he was the one who got the call because he lived 15 minutes away and he came and shut it down. Since that time they outfitted it with a new compressor to solve the problem. I asked to get the phone number of the emergency contact and the chemicals that were used in the fracking process and they promised that everyone who signed in would be e-mailed that information. (We still have not received it, even though I and the LGD have since repeated the request).

5) The very next day (June 25) I called Greeley’s Community Development Office asking for clarification. It sounded like they already had permission to add more than 6 wells and I was confused about the process. They explained that what was previously approved were vertical wells and that the amendment allowed them to move 9 of those wells and add 3 more, making 12 horizontal wells. In addition, the innocuous sounding “related equipment” meant that ultimately this 12.55 acre site would hold 18 wells, 25  oil tanks,  7 water tanks, 17 separators and related equipment.

6) I then called the COGCC to better understand where these wells were in the permitting process, as that had never been explained. I was directed to Steve Frese, who said I needed to get further identifying information including the API number for the existing wells, the Location Number of the site, and the Section and Township Range for him to help me further. (Steve was very helpful, but I realize now that since I knew the county, the operator’s name and the Kelly Farms directional I could have gotten more information without the delay).

7) [bookmark: _GoBack]I e-mailed the planner in the City’s Community Development Office, and received the identifying information later that day. I called Steve Frese back and we were able to identify the wells on the website under pending permits. Initially he informed me that the public comment period was waived (that is what it says next to the public users box). I asked why that would be the case. He checked and told me that actually the comment period had ended two hours before (while I was chasing down more information).  I asked if I would have at least until the end of the working day. He said no, that the on-line system was tied to the exact time the operator filed his application. He suggested I contact Toby Sachen, the staff person overseeing these particular wells. 

8) I contacted Toby and since she was out I sent the following e-mail:
[image: https://bay169.mail.live.com/mail/clear.gif][image: https://bay169.mail.live.com/mail/clear.gif]On Tue, Jun 25, 2013 at 4:14 PM, Sara Barwinski <sarabarwinski@hotmail.com> wrote:

Dear Ms. Sachen,
 
Thank you for allowing me to share some input for your consideration. I understand that today is the last day for public input, and I apparently missed my opportunity on-line by hours--but as I just learned of this opportunity, I felt it would be wrong to not express concerns about the permitting of Synergy's wells in my community in Greeley (Section 4, Township 5N Range 66.) I
 
This drill site is in a high density area, it is next to a school and a recreational outside activity area. (though not designated at the present time).  Please take all the time you need to look carefully at the impacts on the many families and children who will be affected if this moves forward. The Commission spent a lot of time trying to balance different interests in coming up with reasonable set-backs and proper citizen notification in its new regulations effective for permits granted after August 1. Taking the time now to have the more adequate process and procedures for permitting wells would go a long way in restoring public confidence in a process that greatly impacts our lives. This is especially important in my municipality, as we look to the state for protections and sanity when it comes to public health and safety. I am not against the responsible development of oil and gas resources, and I know that is part of your mandate. It can hardly be said that Weld County has not taken ample opportunity to support the industry, but shoehorning wells into these small and densely populated areas is inviting problems and backlash. Anything that you could do that could interject some due process for the ordinary citizen would be greatly appreciated. It is hard not to feel that the "deck is stacked against the little guy."
 
Thank you for your consideration,
 
Sara Barwinski
970-584-9948


9) Toby Sachen replied on this e-mail.
	From:
	Sachen - DNR, Toby (toby.sachen@state.co.us)

	Sent:
	Wed 6/26/13 2:13 PM

	To: 
	Sara Barwinski (sarabarwinski@hotmail.com)



Dear Sara,
 
Thank you for your letter. I had a day off yesterday, so I apologize for missing your call. I am also sorry to hear that you missed your opportunity to comment on the development you write of.  

Are you aware of the LGD (local government designee)? From the COGCC Rules: LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL DESIGNEE means the office designated to receive, on behalf of the local government, copies of all documents required to be filed with the local governmental designee pursuant to these rules.

Your LGD can help you navigate this comment process and it would be good to let them know that you would like to be contacted regarding future activity. In this case, the LGDs are David Bauer and Brad Mueller. They should be employees of Weld County and City of Greeley. 

Toby

10) The following week, I called Toby back to better understand how the public comment process was supposed to work. I wanted to confirm whether the public comment period had been waived as it says on line or whether it had passed. She explained that it is rarely waived and that it had expired. (I suggest that you might want to change the terminology online to avoid confusion.) I asked whether comments could be received online as there seemed to be a button to push. She said she had never heard of comments being offered online. I asked where comments are supposed to be directed. She said they are directed to the LGD that she mentioned in the e-mail. I asked if there was a way to give comments directly to the COGCC and she responded that she didn’t think so. I then asked her for the contact information for the LGD and she said she did not have it, but I should be able to find it since they either worked for Weld County or the City of Greeley. I asked her if she knew which one worked for the City of Greeley, and she did not.
11)  I located the correct phone numbers on my own and left messages with both Dave Bauer and Brad Mueller. Brad returned my call first. I asked him if it was accurate that he was the sole conduit of public comment back to the COGCC and he said “no”, that of course there was a direct way to provide input, and he thought there was online access. A week later Dave called from Weld County. He said that he was the way public comment was funneled to the COGCC. He was not aware of another method, but didn’t preclude the possibility, “as a lot of things aren’t clear.”
12)  I want to make clear that everyone I spoke with at the COGCC or local level was professional, courteous and tried to be helpful. But none of them seemed clear about the process and they offered contradictory information. I searched and searched for a clear description online and found none. Just to test the online process, I did open up a permit for a well whose “public user” task said “active” instead of “waived” and found a place where a comment could be made.  However, it was a little intimidating and it was not at all clear who should be using it and when.
13) Your own rules (305.b.(1) indicate that the “website posting shall clearly indicate the date by which comments must be received to be considered and the addess(es) to which the public may direct comments.” I think if you review the website you will find that it is not user friendly, does not clearly indicate timeframes or addresses and violates this COGCC rule. 
14)  I also spent hours combing through your rules, current and the proposed setbacks, as well as Greeley’s Development Code so that I could make a public comment for the Greeley Planning Commission. Although the City and the operator took over 45 minutes going over material that was already in their packet, I was allowed only three minutes in what was a fairly hostile environment.
15)  I trust that you will agree that most citizens would not have the time, tenacity or wear-with-all to jump through the hoops that seemed designed to insulate yourself from citizen review and accountability. The timeframes, where cities and oil and gas operators have had years to collude in development, with only last minute notice of projects dispensed to citizens, only adds to citizen frustration. The more I read the rules, I realized that they were designed at every turn to protect the oil and gas industry and disenfranchise the ordinary citizen. 
16) I do think the new notice provisions and setback requirements that go into effect August 1 will improve the situation somewhat. But they still do not level the playing field and they also come too late to help in my situation. In light of the difficulties in getting good information and providing feedback within a timely way, I am asking that your reopen the public comment period on these sites to coincide with the promised consultation with CDPHE. At minimum, please include my attached testimony for the public record.
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