Sara Barwinski
137 63rd Avenue                                                                                                                                                       Greeley, CO 80634

July 18, 2013
Director  Matthew Lapore                                                                                                                                                                    Colorado Oil and Gas Commission                                                                                                                               1120 Lincoln Street,  Suite 801                                                                                                                           Denver, CO 80203
Dear Director Lapore,
Thank you for your offer to provide consultation with CDPHE on the Kelly Farm permits. I know that you and the Commission are making strides to reassure the public that you take seriously your mission to "foster responsible development of the oil and gas industry …in a manner consistent with the protection of public health, safety and welfare” and that you “seek to serve, solicit participation from, and maintain working relationships with all those having an interest in Colorado's oil and gas natural resources.”
 I have prepared the attached outline of my experience in attempting to provide input into the review process of these wells at both the local and state levels. To summarize: 1) Information was not received in a timely way to facilitate comment 2) Information received was misleading 3) Information received from COGCC staff regarding public comment process was contradictory and sometimes inaccurate 4) Regarding the public comment process, the COGCC website is confusing and not user friendly.  The instructions about how and where public comment is to be received is not clearly posted as required by COGCC Rule 305.b(1).  5) Information provided by LGDs regarding COGCC’s public comment process also contradicted one another.
I offer this information for two purposes. First, I hope you will find it helpful in improving opportunities for public comment in the future. The expanded notice requirements in your new regulations are an important and welcome step. In addition, I think there are concrete improvements to your web-site and related staff training that would be beneficial. I would also be happy to review the rules with a COGCC staff person to help identify other things that create barriers to citizen involvement. I know it is your desire to change the common perception that the rules are designed to insulate you and operators from public scrutiny.
 Secondly, given these documented barriers to the public input process on these permits, I am asking that you re-open the comment period during the first half of the consultation. This would give COGCC and CDPHE broader input on which to make your recommendations. Short of that, I am attaching a statement for COGCC, and my testimony prepared for the local public hearing for your review and inclusion in the record. I think this is a reasonable request, given my outlined attempts to provide you with information during the comment period. 
Regarding scheduling a meeting, Weld Air and Water (WAW) has identified people who would like to be involved and I know some other homeowners would like to attend an initial meeting with the operator, COGCC and CDPHE at the outset of the consultation. We are working with the operator to find a workable date in the near future to keep the ball rolling. In any event, I wanted to clarify that after this meeting, CDPHE would need additional time to evaluate the site and all available information, in order to formulate their recommendations. We would find it helpful for a follow-up meeting to also be scheduled, so that we might better understand the results of the consultation.
Thank you for your desire to meet with citizens to help forge a stronger partnership toward balanced and responsible development of the oil and gas industry. It is especially important as more and more citizens express concerns about inadequate attention to public health and safety, that processes like consultation occur in meaningful ways. We are happy to participate in a deliberate process that fosters education, dialogue, and an objective evaluation of the site that would help you meet your goal to “prevent and mitigate adverse impacts to public health, safety, welfare and the environment.”
Thank you for your attention to the concerns in this letter. I hope you have a relaxing and well-deserved vacation.
Sincerely,
[image: ]
Sara L. Barwinski 
Attachments:
1) Copy of e-mail in letter format
2) Outline of experience re: Citizen Input
3) Statement of Concern for COGCC
4) Testimony Prepared for Public Hearing on July 9
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