


 
COMPLIANCE / ENGINEERING / REMEDIATION LT Environmental  Inc. 

820 Megan Avenue, Unit B 
Rifle, Colorado 81650 

T 303.285.9985 / F 303.285.2467 

February 24, 2010 

Mr. Chris Canfield   
Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission 
707 Wapiti Court, Suite 204 
Rifle, CO 81650 

Re: Form 15 Submittal 
 Chevron 22D-17 (1/22/10 Release) Spill #1632343 
 NESW – Sec 17 – T6S – R96W  
 
Dear Mr. Canfield: 

LT Environmental, Inc. (LTE), on behalf of Petroleum Development Corporation (PDC), 
is pleased to present the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission (COGCC) with 
additional information for the above referenced site (Figure 1). The COGCC requested 
PDC submit a Form 15 Earthen Pit Report/Permit as required by Rule 903.b.(1) for the 
special purpose pit used in the initial phase of emergency response activities at the site. 

On January 22, 2010 a flow back line parted near the wellhead valve, causing an 
immediate release of flow back fluid onto the pad site. A diversion ditch was excavated 
across the pad surface from the release location at the well head and connected to two 
emergency fluid recovery pits. The first pit was excavated approximately 140 feet (ft) 
east of the center of the production tank. A second pit was excavated 35 ft west of the 
first pit to capture additional flow back fluid moving across the pad surface. Both of the 
pits were unlined and approximately 5 ft wide by 5ft long by 5ft below ground surface 
(bgs). Based on the calculated volume of the pits, each pit would have been able to 
capture 22 barrels (bbls) of flow back fluid at one time. A Site Map showing the locations 
of the two pits is presented as Figure 2. 

Vacuum trucks were used to recover flow back fluid from the site.  The pits were utilized 
during fluid recovery activities from 10:45 pm on January 22, 2010 to 3:30 am on 
January 23, 2010, which was when control of the well was re-gained. The emergency 
fluid recovery pits and berms allowed for the recovery of approximately 1,182 bbls of 
flow back fluid. All of the fluid recovered at the site was transported to Cisco, Utah for 
disposal. Once emergency response activities were completed, the emergency fluid 
recovery pits and diversion ditch were backfilled with clean soil. 

On February 17, 2010, pot holes were excavated in each of the two pits to collect 
confirmation soil samples. Soil samples were collected from the base of each pit at 
approximately 5 ft bgs and were submitted to a contract laboratory for analysis of 
benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, xylenes (BTEX), total petroleum hydrocarbons (TPH), 
electrical conductivity (EC), sodium adsorption ratio (SAR), pH, polycyclic aromatic 
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hydrocarbons (PAHs), and metals. A background soil sample was also collected off the 
pad surface and was submitted for arsenic analysis. The laboratory results for the 
confirmation soil samples and background soil sample will be submitted in a Form 27 
under separate cover. 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact Adell 
Heneghan at (970) 285-9606. 

Sincerely, 

LT ENVIRONMENTAL, INC. 

     

Asher Weinberg Scott Ghan 
Staff Environmental Scientist Senior Environmental Scientist 
   

cc:  Adell Heneghan, PDC 
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