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January 28, 2011




 

Mr. Thomas Johnston




CERTIFIED MAIL # 7007 0220 0001 0162 4307
7800 South County Road 3



Return Receipt Requested
Fort Collins, Colorado  80525
Mr. Michael Ward




CERTIFIED MAIL # 7007 0220 0001 0162 4307
Ranchers Exploration Partners, LLC


Return Receipt Requested
7257 W. 4th Street, suite 3

Greeley, Colorado 80634

Re:
Compliance Advisory, Closed Johnston Landfill, Larimer County, Colorado

Dear Mr. Johnston and Mr. Ward:

This Compliance Advisory provides notice related to information gained during an inspection conducted by the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, Hazardous Materials and Waste Management Division (the “Department”) on January 27, 2011.  The Department conducted this inspection to investigate construction activities that were allegedly damaging the landfill cover, and to determine the property’s compliance status relative to the Solid Waste Disposal Sites and Facilities Act, Title 30, Article 20, Part 1 of the Colorado Revised Statutes (“the Act”) and the Regulations Pertaining to Solid Waste Sites and Facilities, 6 CCR 1007-2, Part 1 (“the Regulations”). The Department advises you that the information gained during the inspection indicates that you may have violated the Act and the Regulations. Department personnel will further review the established facts, which may result in a revision to this Compliance Advisory to include additions or clarifications as a result of that review.

Please be aware that you are responsible for complying with the Act and Regulations and that there are civil penalties for failing to do so. The issuance of this Compliance Advisory does not limit or preclude the Department from pursuing its enforcement options concerning this inspection including issuance of a Compliance Order and/or seeking an assessment of civil penalties.  The Department will take into consideration your response to the requested actions listed below for each cited deficiency in its consideration of enforcement options.  
Deficiency 1:  The owner and/or operator have failed to provide appropriate provisions to prevent nuisance conditions as required under Section 3.6.1 (1) of the Regulations.  
Requested Action 1:  The owner or operator should immediately cease excavating the landfill cap and scattering solid waste at the above referenced location. All solid waste currently placed upon the former landfill and/or 
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stored within the boundaries of said property should be removed and properly disposed of within fifteen (15) calendar days of the receipt of this letter.  Please provide receipts for disposal of all solid waste from the site. 

Deficiency 2:  The owner or operator has disturbed the integrity of the final cover, which violates Sections 110 of the Act and Sections 3.6.1 (2) of the Regulations.
Requested Action 2:  The owner or operator should immediately evaluate damage to the cover of the landfill and prepare a plan with specifications for repairing damaged slopes and other areas, and submit the plan to the Division for review and approval. This plan shall be submitted to the Division within seven (7) calendar days of the receipt of this advisory.
To close out this Compliance Advisory, the Department encourages you to correct the deficiencies noted in this advisory and the enclosed inspection report within fifteen (15) calendar days of the receipt of this advisory, unless otherwise noted above.  Please respond to the Department in writing within thirty (30) calendar days of receipt of this letter detailing how you have corrected the deficiency noted in this advisory and the enclosed inspection report.  In addition, your response shall include documentation as requested in the aforementioned action items. 
Please contact this office by February 11, 2011 at the number listed below to schedule a meeting to:
A. Discuss the Compliance Advisory and answer any questions that you may have;

B. Develop an alternative schedule for correcting the deficiency noted above; or

C. Submit information necessary to show that the deficiency is not a violation of Colorado’s solid waste laws.

A copy of the inspection report is enclosed with this Compliance Advisory. 

Please contact myself at 303.692.3349 or Charles Johnson at 303.692.3348 concerning the deficiency detailed under this Compliance Advisory and/or to set a meeting to discuss this Compliance Advisory.  

Sincerely,

Darrell Dearborn                                                       
Charles G. Johnson

Solid Waste and Material Management Unit                 
Solid Waste and Material Management Unit Leader

Solid and Hazardous Waste Program                     
Solid and Hazardous Waste Program

Enclosure

cc: 
Rich Grossman, Larimer County Department of Health and Environment

Michael Ward, Ranchers Exploration, LLC

Larimer County Board of Commissioners


Shawna Morgan, CDPHE
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