
June 29, 2009 
 
David Neslin, Director 
Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission 
1120 Lincoln Street, Suite 800 
Denver, CO  80203 
 
Dear Mr. Neslin: 
 
Wiepking-Fullerton Energy, LLC as leaseholder and operator of the W½ of 
Section 17, Township 14 South, Range 42 West, 6th P.M., Cheyenne County, 
Colorado hereby files the attached petition requesting a variance in accordance 
with Rule 4 of Order No. 449-20 from the provisions of Order No. 449-7 to allow 
the re-entry of the Lewis 22-17 #4 wellbore at an exception location and to 
remove the limitations established for production of gas from the Morrow A 
Formation.     
 
Prior drilling at this location has confirmed the presence of the Morrow A 
Formation and complete lack of a Morrow B Formation interval.  The wellbore 
tested low BTU gas from the Morrow A Formation and as such will require high 
rates of production in order to be economically viable.  Production of the gas from 
the separate Morrow A Formation will not adversely affect oil production from the 
Morrow B Formation in the adjacent Arapahoe Unit.  A waiver from Citation Oil 
and Gas Corporation, the operator of the adjacent Arapahoe Unit to the east, is 
currently being sought for this variance request.  Anadarko Petroleum 
Corporation, as mineral owner of the lands on which the re-entry well is located, 
has consented to the relief requested, as shown by the attached waiver letter. 
 
The intent of the Oil and Gas Conservation Act will not be violated by allowing an 
exception location in the W½ of Section 17.  In fact, re-entry and production at 
this location will increase the ultimate recovery of gas and associated 
hydrocarbons from the reservoir through optimizing exploration efficiencies, in 
much the same way as recognized by recent Order No. 449-34 which removed 
the production limitation and approved an exception location in Section 33, 
Township 14 South, Range 42 West, 6th P.M.  This section is located 
approximately two miles to the northeast of the proposed re-entry. 
   
We would be happy to provide any further information you require.  Thank you for 
your time and consideration in this matter. 
 
Sincerely,   
 
           
 
Jeff Wiepking         
Manager 
Wiepking-Fullerton Energy, LLC  

 





BEFORE THE OIL AND GAS CONSERVATION COMMISSION  
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO  

 
IN THE MATTER OF THE PROMULGATION ) Cause No. 449 
AND ESTABLISHMENT OF FIELD RULES TO ) 
GOVERN OPERATIONS IN THE ARAPAHOE  ) Docket No. 0908-EX-?? 
FIELD, CHEYENNE COUNTY, COLORADO     ) 

 
APPLICATION 

 
COMES NOW Wiepking-Fullerton Energy, LLC (“WFE”, or “Applicant”), and 
makes application to the Oil and Gas Conservation Commission of the State of 
Colorado (“COGCC”) for a well location exception and removal of production 
limitations as specified in Order No. 449-7 for the re-entry of an existing well and 
the production of gas from the Morrow A Sandstone Formation underlying the 
Application Lands (as described below), and as grounds for such relief states 
and alleges as follows: 
 
1.  That Applicant is duly authorized to conduct business in the State of 
Colorado.  
 
2.  That Applicant owns a leasehold interest covering the following described 
lands: 
 

Township 14 South, Range 42 West, 6th P. M. 
Section 17:  W½ 

 
(hereinafter “Application Lands” as also depicted on the plat in Exhibit B attached 
hereto)  
 
3.  On May 4, 1988, the Commission entered Order No. 449-7, which among 
other things, (a) established 80-acre drilling and spacing units for production from 
the Morrow A and B Sandstone Formations for certain lands, including Section 
17, Township 14 South, Range 42 West, 6th P.M., (b) specified permitted well 
locations in the NE¼ and SW¼ of each quarter section no closer than 460 feet 
from the unit tract boundaries, and (c) established a production restriction on 
each well of 100 MCF per day per 80-acre unit based on the average monthly 
gas volume leaving the lease.  
 
4.  On October 11, 1988, the Commission entered Order No. 449-20, which 
among other things, established a procedure for granting exceptions to the 
permitted well locations throughout the entire Arapahoe Field, including the 
Application Lands, upon a showing that a well drilled at the designated location 
prescribed in Order No 449-7 was unproductive in the Morrow A and B 
Sandstone Formations, and why a well at an exception location should be 
productive and economically viable.   
 
5.  The Lewis 21-17 #1 Well (API #05-017-06794) was drilled by Union Pacific 
Resources Company (“UPRC”) in March 1988 at the permitted location in the 



NE¼ NW¼ of Section 17 on the Application Lands as prescribed by Order No. 
449-7.  Results from the drilling of the Lewis 21-17 #1 Well indicated neither 
Morrow A nor Morrow B sands were present.  UPRC then petitioned the COGCC 
for an exception location as geologic interpretation indicated Morrow sand(s) 
could be present in the SE¼ NW¼ of Section 17.  After an administrative hearing 
was held on December 8, 1988, the exception location was granted by the 
COGCC in accordance with Rule 4 of Order No. 449-20 and later that month 
UPRC drilled the Lewis 22-17 #4 Well (API# 05-017-06951).  Results from the 
drilling of the Lewis 22-17 #4 Well indicated a then non-commercial gas reservoir 
(due to lack of infrastructure at the time) in the Morrow A sand and that no 
Morrow B sand was present.  The well was abandoned with surface casing in 
place.   
 
6.   Since the abandonment of the Lewis 22-17 #4 Well, pipelines have been 
installed in the vicinity of the well and the Ladder Creek Gas Plant was 
constructed in Cheyenne Wells, and this infrastructure now makes production of 
the gas from the Morrow A Sand in the Lewis 22-17 #4 Well economically 
feasible.   
 
7.  Technical data, in the form of log analysis and cross-sectional geology is 
included in Exhibit B (Figures 4 & 5), indicates that the Morrow A gas sand 
reservoir present in the Lewis 22-17 #4 Well is a physically (geologically) 
separate reservoir from the oil producing Morrow B sand producing in the 
Arapahoe Unit to the east.  Moreover, re-entry of the Lewis 22-17 #4 Well is the 
only economically viable means to access the Morrow A gas reservoir; it would 
not be economically justifiable under current and projected commodity prices to 
drill a new well to produce the Morrow A gas.  Consequently, well location 
constraints designed and promulgated for the oil producing Morrow B in the 
Arapahoe Unit (Order No. 449-7) should not apply to the separate Morrow A gas-
producing sand reservoir associated with the Lewis 22-17 #4 Well.  Rule 4 of 
Order 449-20 contemplates that exception locations will be warranted for these 
lands, as was approved for the drilling of the Lewis 22-17 #4 well in the first 
place. 
 
8.  Re-entry of the Lewis 22-17 #4 Well will prove economically prudent only 
above the current production limitation of 100 MCF per day required by Order 
No. 449-7 given current and projected commodity prices and the high percentage 
of nitrogen in this reservoir. Technical data supporting this assertion is attached 
in Exhibit B (Figures 6 and 7).  Further, because of the geologic separation noted 
above, lifting the cap on production of gas from the Morrow A sand will not 
impact the production of oil from the Morrow B sand in the Arapahoe Unit.     
 
9.  The intent of the Oil and Gas Conservation Act will not be violated by allowing 
an exception to the permitted location in Section 17 for re-entry of an existing 
wellbore that was drilled pursuant to an exception location or by removing the 
production limitation stipulated in Order 449-7 that was intended to facilitate 
production from a different reservoir from the targeted formation in the re-entry 
well.  Rather the grant of the requested relief to Applicant will increase ultimate 
recovery of gas and associated hydrocarbons from the reservoir through 



optimizing exploration efficiencies, in much the same way as recognized by 
recent Order No. 449-34 which approved an exception location and removed the 
production limitation in Section 33, Township 14 South, Range 42 West, 6th P.M.  
This section is located approximately two miles to the northeast of the Application 
Lands. 
 
10.  Consistent with the Oil and Gas Conservation Act, C.R.S. § 34-60-102(1), 
the granting of this application will not promote waste, and will not violate 
correlative rights. 
 
11.  That the names and addresses of the interested parties according to the 
information and belief of the Applicant are set forth in Exhibit A attached hereto 
and made a part hereof.  
 
WHEREFORE, Applicant respectfully requests that this matter be set for hearing 
at the Commission’s August, 2009 meeting, that notice be given as required by 
the law and that upon such hearing this Commission enter its order consistent 
with Applicant’s requests as set forth above.  
 
Dated June 29th, 2009  
      WIEPKING-FULLERTON ENERGY,LLC  
  
 
 By: ____________________________ 

Jeff Wiepking, Manager  
4600 S Downing St  
Englewood, CO  80110  
Phone: 303-789-1798  

  
 



EXHIBIT A  
NOTICE LIST  
 
Anadarko Petroleum Corporation  
Attention Duane Haley  
P0 Box 173779  
Denver, CO 80217-3779  
 
Anadarko E&P Company LP  
Anadarko Land Corporation  
P0 Box 173779  
Denver, CO 80217-3779 
 
Brandon Skeen  
Citation Oil and Gas Corporation 
14077 Cutten Road 
Houston, TX 77069-2212 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



Exhibit B: Figure 6 
Economics at 100 MCF/Day ($3 MMBTU, 420 BTU Gas) 

 
 
 
 
 Location: 17 14S 42W 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Exhibit B: Figure 7 
Economics at 1500 MCF/Day ($3 MMBTU, 420 BTU Gas) 

 
 
 
 
 Location: 17 14S 42W 

 
 
 
 
 


